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3.0 BOROUGH-WIDE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PROFILES

3.1 General

3.1.1 This section provides a detailed inventory and description of the Borough’s landscape

character types and areas.

3.2 Landscape Character Types

3.2.1 ‘Landscape Character Types’ are broad tracts of land that share common characteristics of

geology, landform, vegetation, land-use and settlement.  They are generic landscapes which

reoccur throughout the Borough.

3.2.2 The distribution of the seven Landscape Character Types defined within the Borough are

shown on Figure 6, and their key characteristics are summarised below:

A - River Valley

• V-shaped valley landform which dissects Boulder Clay/ Chalky Till plateau;

• Main river valley served by several tributaries;

• Flat or gently undulating valley floor;

• Intimate character in places;

• Wooded character in places.

B - Farmland Plateau

• Elevated gently rolling Boulder Clay/ Chalky Till plateau landscape;

• Network of narrow winding lanes and minor roads;

• Medium to large-scale enclosed predominantly arable fields;

• Long distance views across valleys from certain locations;

• Well wooded in places (with several areas of semi-natural and ancient woodland),

interspersed with orchards.
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C - Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats

• Flat, low-lying and open landscape;

• Areas of saltmarsh, mudflats, shingle spits and tidal creeks adjacent to the coast;

• Generally tranquil and undisturbed character;

• Feeling of remoteness and wilderness on the open beaches and salt marshes;

• Visible sea walls separate drained former marshland and current saltmarsh/ mudflats;

• Lack of trees or hedgerows.

D - Drained Estuarine Marsh

• Areas of flat, artificially drained former salt marsh currently grassland and cultivated

fields;

• Visible sea walls separate drained former marshland and current saltmarsh/ mudflats;

• Lack of large areas of trees or woodland;

• Network of visible drainage ditches.

E - Coastal Farmland

• Predominantly flat, low-lying landscape, sloping gradually upwards to the north;

• Framed views of Blackwater Estuary and coastline from several locations;

• Arable farmland on underlying heavy clay soils;

• Lack of large patches/ areas of woodland;

• Sparse settlement pattern with small, relatively isolated settlements.

F - Wooded Farmland

• Elevated broad ridge landform (part of SW-NE aligned ridge);

• Mixture of arable and pasture farmland;

• Several nucleated settlements, with a clustered settlement pattern;

• Well wooded with woodland blocks (including areas of ancient and semi-natural

woodland); copses and hedges;

• Framed views of the Blackwater Valley through gaps in hedgerows;

• Enclosed character in places.
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A  River Valley
A1 Abberton Flooded River Valley
A2 Wooded Roman River Valley
A3 Roman River Valley Floor
A4 Colne River Valley Floor
A5 Colne River Valley Slopes
A6 Ardleigh River Valley
A7 Stour River Valley Slopes
A8 Stour River Valley Floor

B  Farmland Plateau

B7 Langham Farmland Plateau

B1 Layer Breton Farmland Plateau

B2 Easthorpe Farmland Plateau
B3 Southern Colchester Farmland Plateau
B4 Great Tey Farmland Plateau

B5 Rochfords Farmland Plateau
B6 Great Horkesley Farmland Plateau

B8 Wivenhoe Farmland Plateau

C Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats
C1 Fingringhoe Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats
C2 Strood & Salcott Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats

D  Drained Estuarine Marsh
D1 Mersea Island Drained Estuarine Marsh
D2 Feldy Drained Estuarine Marsh
D3 Colne Drained Estuarine Marsh

E3 Langenhoe Coastal Farmland

E1 Mersea Island Coastal Farmland

G  Principal Urban Areas

F2 Tiptree Wooded Farmland

E2 Great & Little Wigborough Coastal Farmland

F  Wooded Farmland
F1 Messing Wooded Farmland

G1 West Mersea Urban Landscape
G2 Tiptree Urban Landscape
G3 Wivenhoe Urban Landscape
G4 Colchester Urban Landscape

E  Coastal Farmland

C3 West Mersea Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats

D4 Pyefleet Drained Estuarine Marsh

Landscape Character Area

Colchester Borough Boundary
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