
 

 

 

 

02.03.15. 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

I write with regard to the orchard behind Irvine Road. This orchard was owned by the Locke 

family. Tony Locke loved his orchard and wished to leave it to the local people as a shared 

amenity for educational use. His sister couldn’t agree – she wanted the land sold and the 

money given to charity. Tony died first and so her will prevailed. This I’m sure you know – 

you may wonder what it has to do with planning. Indulge me. 

 

Mary Revel lived in Irvine Road and started the Irvine Road Residents Association. Green 

blood flowed in her veins and she fought to retain open space in the area. Among local people 

of a certain age she is a sainted figure, and the open space saved by her is known as Mary’s 

field. 

 

The protections fought for with regard to the status of the orchard encouraged IRARA to put 

in a bid for the land to be retained within the spirit of Tony Locke’s wishes and the spirit of 

Mary Revel. We were prepared to raise a considerable sum of money, but were informed by 

Mr. Penfold, solicitors acting for the estate, that the land had been sold. 

 

In the full knowledge of local feeling and of the protections placed upon the area, a developer 

has acquired the land and planning permission has been sought to build seven houses on it. 

IRARA was treated with contempt and disdain throughout the process. 

 

Tony Locke’s vision of a green amenity and Mary Revel’s tireless fight for a community-

based green lung for future generations is in danger of being ridden roughshod over by 

commercial greed. If community means anything, the combined spirit of Tony and Mary 

should be enough to save an ancient and special place. 

I thank you for your time. 

Yours Faithfully, 

(Graham Pettitt) 

 

Copy to Sir Bob Russell, MP. 




