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From: Chris Coates 
Sent: 25 February 2015 19:20
To: Planning Policy
Subject: Irvine Road orchard

I understand that a planning application has been made to turn the orchard behind Irvine Road 
into seven houses, and I would like to register my strong objections to this idea. 
 
There is enough pressure on green space in Colchester already, and the presence of seven new 
houses will do next to nothing to alleviate the housing shortage, but will do great damage to a vital 
enclave for wildlife. 
 
Given the current state of housing developments across the UK, it is clear that this development 
would not be genuinely affordable - ie that it would not meet a strong, local need, but would simply 
attract new people into an already crowded town, with pressure on its amenities. It would also be 
extremely unlikely that these houses would be aesthetically pleasing (little modern housing is), or 
that they would be energy-efficient (or, ideally, 'passive' - that is, having no impact on the 
environment. Ironically, the most aesthetically appealing buildings currently being constructed in 
the UK are the environmentally friendly ones - and these are almost never new houses. (If there is 
to be house building anywhere in the UK, it should be sustainable.) 
 
This is a local wildlife site, which could be used by local people in a sustainable way, and in a way 
which protected the species that live there. If it is developed, it would increase traffic, endangering 
the health and possibly lives of the children who walk to school here. 
 
I understand that councils are short of money, but this development cannot possibly bring in 
enough money to justify the destruction of a natural resource, and the accompanying ill-will it 
would create among existing council tax payers. 
 
I hope you will listen to the many voices which are being raised in objection to this. 
 
Thank you 
 
Chris Coates 

 
 

 
 

 




