
Issues & Options  

1. Do you agree that the Plan should cover the period to 2032 and beyond? 
YES 
 
2. Do you agree with the scope of the evidence base set out under the heading ‘What 
Information will be used to inform the Plan?’, is there anything that you think is 
missing from the list, or that you think is not needed? 
NO – Schools and Education. 
 
Overarching Issues & Options  
3. Do you think we have identified all of the key planning issues facing Colchester and 
which the Plan should address? If not, please set out any additional issues that you 
have identified, along with your thoughts on how the Plan could address them. 
No – Quality of life for all ages 
 
4. Do you think we have identified all of the strategic cross-boundary issues? If not, 
please explain what issue(s) we have missed and include supporting evidence. 
No – Quality of life for all ages 
 
5. Are there any other issues or considerations that we should take into account, or be 
aware of in formulating the new Local Plan. 
 
There is an overwhelming support for the character of the village to remain. 
Although there is no formal Village Design Statement developed in Stanway, there 
is a Borough Wide Design Guide which provides guidance for applicants and 
architects as a series of supplementary planning documents. 
 
General reluctance to see further development within Stanway but it is a fact that 
this will happen. The Parish Council will use all its powers to maintain and 
preserve the existing character of the Parish, confident that it can point to the 
strength of local opinion to support it in this regard. 
 
When considering further development the Borough Council must pay due regard 
to the wishes of the community as to how it sees Stanway for the future, 
incorporating the views of the community in the planning process. 
 
New development must not be allowed to continue without regard to the 
environment or having the necessary infrastructure in place. It is imperative that 
this infrastructure framework is put in place BEFORE larger swathes of 
development is allowed to take place and planning regulations need to be altered 
to reflect this need. 
 
We are already aware of lack of capacity in our existing primary schools with some 
children having to be educated outside of the parish when this is not their parents’ 
choice. Ensure that education needs, especially primary, are fully researched and 
addressed before permission is granted as part of future development proposals. 
 
 
Vision 
6. What would you like to see for the Borough’s future, what do you think should be 
included in the Local Plan vision for the Borough, what should we be aiming and 
aspiring to achieve and why? 



A place that is crime free and not over populated 
 
7. Are there any other documents or visions that you think might help to inform the 
vision for the new Local Plan? 
Stanway Parish Plan & Design Statement. The future Neighbourhood Plan, 
currently being debated. 
 
Housing 
8. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
The current mix of new housing does not meet the needs of the elderly. Also, at 
the other end of the scale, the recent downgrading of the percentage of affordable 
homes which developers are obliged to provide is potentially discriminating 
against those unable to afford to get on the housing ladder. 
 
9. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
Bungalows and 2-bedroom units for the elderly and disabled could release 
existing housing stock to the market for the wider benefit. Maintain the current 
affordable housing quota which developers are obliged to provide (see 
paragraphs below). 
 
10. Do you have any further comments to make on housing related issues? 
All new developments must consider the provision of starter homes and 
bungalows in addition to a mix of family homes and meeting the needs of the 
elderly and people with disabilities. 
  
All new developments should seek to deliver an appropriate percentage of quality 
affordable homes in accordance with Core Strategy policy H4 and the Affordable 
Housing SPD. 
 
Future developments in Stanway should provide adequate amounts of private and 
communal open space including communal areas. 
 
Planning consents should contain trigger points for the provision of community 
facilities. 

New developments should blend with the existing skyline. There should be no 
exceptionally high buildings that are likely to dominate the area. 

Stanway Parish Council and local residents support the retention of back 
gardens. However, where new backland or infill development proposals are put 
forward these should fully accord with the Backland and Infill SPD adopted by 
Colchester Borough Council. Stanway Parish Council would also like the re-
introduction of front gardens. 
 
Extensions, conversions or adaptations to existing properties should be 
sympathetic to the character of the neighbourhoods in terms of the scale of 
extensions/conversions proposed and the materials to be used. 
 
Before  a  planning  application  is  submitted,  all  major  developments,  
residential  or commercial, should be advertised to existing residents preferably 
by exhibition. Residents want easy access to good and relevant information 
regarding new development. When a development commences they also want 
regular communication on building progress, completion and, finally, adoption of 



the development by Essex County Council Highways and Colchester Borough 
Council, as appropriate. Planning gain should be triggered at various stages of 
development; not wait until completion of the development. 
 
Easily visible information should be provided at all development sites relating to 
matters such as details of the scheme, hours of work, permitted noise levels, 
build timetable, developer contact details, routeing for construction traffic, and 
other significant or relevant planning conditions. 
 

Centres & Employment 

11. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
Consideration should be given where applications for commercial use currently 
do not meet the minimum number of employees. There is also a lack of Youth 
employment. 
 
12. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
Applications should be considered on a case by case basis and not thrown out 
just because they do not meet this criterion.  
A lot of jobs are being offered to cheap labourers outside of the Borough. 
 
13. Do you have any further comments to make on employment related issues? 
Improve and expand shopping choice at the Tollgate Centre and introduce 
environmental improvements to enhance the overall shopping experience. 

Explore opportunities for sites to locate a small scale community cinema, a ten pin 
bowling facility, an ice skating rink and informal football facilities. 
 
Ensure that future development proposals provide a range of commercial premises 
(size and type), including incubation units, that sustain existing businesses and 
create opportunities for business to expand in Stanway & better balance local jobs. 

Local jobs should go to local people. 

Rural Colchester 
14. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
Need to protect ‘green belts’ where development will not be allowed at any cost. 
Need to get local Youths in to local jobs. 
 
15. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
Introduce ‘no go’ development areas. 
 
16. Do you have any further comments to make on issues related to the Borough’s rural 
area? 
N/A 
 
Promoting Healthy Communities 
17. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
There should be allotments on all new developments. 
 
18. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
Not such a high density of dwellings and more green space. 



 
19. Do you have any further comments to make in relation to the promotion of healthy 
communities? 
The need for new health care facilities should be explored as part of future 
development proposals to ensure that community needs can continue to be met 
locally in Stanway to improve access and availability. 

Future development proposals should identify opportunities to provide new 
community allotments in accordance with PPG17 standards. 
More space for the Youth to expand. 
 
Sustainable Transport & Accessibility 

20. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
Yes 
 
21. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
A tram system across Town from north to south and east to west to link Park and 
Ride car parks. 
 
22. Do you have any further comments to make on transport related issues? 
All new developments, residential or commercial in Stanway should be easily 
accessible by public transport. Where accessibility is poor, public transport links 
should be enhanced. Good access to public transport would mean that fewer cars 
would be on the roads thus helping with environmental issues, and help reduce 
damage to the roads. 
 
It is therefore essential that transport is made more accessible, more frequent and 
with better fares if the general public are to be persuaded to use public transport.  
In general the people of Stanway have said that there should be free transport for 
all under 18's 
 
Opportunities for the provision of shared space (pedestrians, cyclists and motor 
traffic) should be considered within developments where safe and appropriate. All 
residential estate roads should be designed to a 20mph standard. 
  
Future development should provide new walking and cycling networks that 
improve cycling/walking facilities within Stanway or improve existing networks to 
enhance cycling and walking links between Stanway and Colchester town centre. 
 
Some residents called for fundamental development of the road system before 
further houses are built. There are also demands for more pedestrian crossings 
because of the increasingly heavy traffic. Ban all heavy [goods] vehicles from the 
northern end of Warren Lane except for access and public transport serving any 
new or existing developments. 
 
Residents consistently recorded considerable dissatisfaction with the level of 
existing traffic. Many particularly mentioned heavy goods vehicle traffic. There is, 
therefore, a strong opinion that traffic is already close to an unacceptable level on 
the through routes. At Tollgate it has, indeed, been passed. Completion of the 
Western By-pass has improved matters on the Tollgate Road/Warren lane route 
especially at the double mini roundabout and also on the Tollgate area itself but 
has no impact on other routes.  



 
Detailed traffic assessments should be carried out to assess the impact of 
proposed development on the local road infrastructure. 
 
Ensure significant improvements are made to Dyers Road and the Fiveways 
junction together with the junction of Maldon Road and Warren Lane as part 
Fiveways Fruit Farm development. Provision of a roundabout at this junction 
while there is the opportunity, should be strongly considered.  
 
New development should be designed to encourage residents and businesses to 
recycle household and commercial waste easily. The design of road layouts need 
to be carefully considered especially where flats are proposed to enable waste 
lorries easy access to collect waste/recycling. 

A pass system for trains as well as buses to make them more user able, and subsidised 
for the Youth on low start up pay. 

Heritage & Townscape 
23. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
Greater consideration needed to protect our architectural and historical heritage. 
These could act as greater magnets for tourism in the Borough. 
 
24. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
 Protection of sites of importance and greater promotion of our heritage. For 
instance, town walks with information boards set up at various points of interest, 
‘town walk’ arrows set into the pavement, etc. 
 
25. Do you have any further comments to make on design and heritage related issues? 
N/A 
 
Natural Environment 
26. Have the correct issues been identified, are there any missing? 
N/A 
 
27. Do you have any thoughts on how the Plan could or should address these issues? 
N/A 
 
28. Do you have any further comments to make about issues related to the Natural 
Environment? 
Future development proposals in Stanway should demonstrably protect, 
conserve or enhance landscape, natural and historic assets, habitats and species 
and conserve and enhance the biodiversity of Stanway parish. 
 
All new development proposals, including residential extensions, should 
incorporate water conservation technologies/measures, including Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SuDS), where practicable to help conserve water and manage 
flood risk in Stanway. 
 
All new development proposals, residential (including extensions) or commercial, 
should incorporate the provision or use of solar energy, water capture and 
storage facilities and compost bins where these are appropriate to improve or 
maintain sustainability. 
 



Growth Strategy Options 
 
29. Which option do you think would form the most appropriate strategy for the growth of 
the Borough and why? 
Option 2B 
A new Sustainable Settlement to the West gives opportunity for expansion of road 
and rail services linking with proposed A120 upgrade. Including Borough villages 
ensures they contribute to and benefit from overall growth in the Colchester area. 
This also gives the opportunity to develop away from already built up areas which 
would otherwise lead to greater clogging and ‘urban creep’. 
 
30. Are there other reasonable/realistic options which could meet the necessary 
requirements (including their ability to accommodate the objectively assessed need and 
ensure the maintenance of a five year housing supply) that you think we have missed 
and would provide a more preferable option? 
N/A 
 
31. Should any new sustainable settlement aspire to the Garden City principles? 
YES 
 
32. Should we look to have high densities if possible, if so, where do you think higher 
densities would be appropriate and why? 
Only where appropriate, such as existing University of Essex and Hythe areas. 
Only if the infrastructure exists to support this. 
 

Evidence Appendix 
 
Evidence supporting this Issues & Options consultation response is taken from: 
 
Stanway Parish Plan & Design Statement 
 
For example: 
 
Residents were asked to indicate what sort of new homes they would prefer to see? 
Their responses-  

Starter Homes 44.8% 
 Bungalows  38.5% 
 Executive  37.5% 
 Sheltered  19.2% 
 Social   13.3% 
 Flats   6.5% 
  
These results would seem to stress the current national need for affordable housing and 
also reflect the wide socio-economic and age mix which typifies Stanway today. 
 
Asked to prioritize areas for future housing development, 28% were reluctant to accept any 
more housing development in Stanway at all. 
 
Residents were asked what infrastructure should be in place before housing developments 
begin. 
Their responses-  

Roads   80% 



Drainage  68.9% 
Mains utilities  58% 
Schools  47.5% 
Communication 26.3% 
Health Centres 44% 

 
61.2% of residents indicated they would like to see planning conditions made visible on 

new development sites 
 
41.9%  of  residents  would  like  more  involvement  in  the  consultation  process  for  new 

developments. 


