
Our Colchester - The Strategic Plan 2018-21 

Growth, Responsibility, Opportunity and Wellbeing (GROW) 
 

Our priorities are set out under these four themes:  
   
GROWTH  
Ensuring all residents benefit from the growth of the borough  
   
RESPONSIBILITY  
Encouraging everyone to do their bit to making our borough even better  
   
OPPORTUNITY  
Promoting and improving Colchester and its environment  
   
WELLBEING  
Making Colchester an even better place to live and supporting those who need most help.  
 

Themes Priorities – five priorities under each theme 

Growth 
 

Help make sure Colchester is a welcoming place for all residents and 
visitors 

Ensure residents benefit from Colchester’s economic growth with 
skills, jobs and improving infrastructure 

Promote inward investment to the borough 

Develop jobs, homes, infrastructure and communities to meet the 
borough’s future needs by creating new Garden Communities 

Work with partners to create a shared vision for a vibrant town centre 

Responsibility Promote responsible citizenship by encouraging residents to get 
involved in their communities and to identify solutions to local issues 

Encourage re-use and recycling to reduce waste to landfill 

Educate those residents who behave anti-socially about the impact of 
their behaviour 

Increase the supply of good quality homes by using legal powers to 
reduce the number of empty homes and improve standards in the 
private rented sector 

Create new routes for walking or cycling and work with partners to 
make the borough more pedestrian-friendly 

Opportunity Promote and enhance Colchester borough’s heritage and visitor 
attractions to increase visitor numbers and to support job creation 

Promote green technologies through initiatives such as SMART Cities 

Help business to flourish by supporting infrastructure for start-up 
businesses and facilitating a Business Improvement District 

Ensure a good supply of land available for new homes through our 
Local Plan 

Promote initiatives to help residents live healthier lives 

Wellbeing Encourage belonging, involvement and responsibility in all the 
borough’s communities 

Work with Essex Police and partners in the Safer Colchester 
Partnership to make Colchester an even safer place 

Create new social housing by building Council homes and supporting 
Registered Providers 

Target support to the most disadvantaged residents and communities 

Help residents adopt healthier lifestyles by enabling the provision of 
excellent leisure facilities and beautiful green spaces, countryside and 
beaches 

 


