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On behalf of Colchester

Borouak (ounei\, we|come 'fo

<t (o‘c‘nes’rer’s (asﬂe Par‘i.

sy P\ease enjoy your visit.

remember to put
your ru ish in a
bin or take it home

with you.
A
/’ o{ Jrl\e town centre an:! ﬂ\e nearesf car par\(s are

“\e par‘i is |oca'|'ec‘ at Jr‘\t-z eJ e
ieisure World Colchester: co|cLes’rer.gov.quar‘<ing.

@ Prior\, Street, Britannia and
If you don't want to drive why not catch the bus to Colchester High Street?
Please check Castle Park opening hours prior to starting the trail co|c\nes+er.30v.uupar|<s
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INTRODUCTION ?ﬁ\

T ¢ § _\ ~ - Wildlife trails following specific routes are

L S, notoriously difficult fo piece together because
of the simple fact that wildlife doesn't sit
stilll With this in mind, this trail is designed
to inform you of the natural flora and fauna
that we find in the Park with some information
about how we manage it. It will l\igHiSH some
good areas to see a selection of wildlife but

I'm afraicl ﬂ\ere are no suaran?ees.

If it's nature that stands still that Jou're
aH‘er, our Tree Trai' isS a fascinafing insisl\‘l'
into the array of trees in the Park and they

tend not o move!

You \oegin at ﬂ\e Sensor\, Gartjen, next to

Ho”y’rrees. @




0 Senscr\, Garclen ﬁ

S’rarfing in ﬂ\e Upper Parli, ﬂ\e Sensor\, Garclen is a fan‘l’as’fic
LaLifan {or Lees ancl Luﬁerﬂies. Peacocl: Luﬁerﬂies, pain’fec]

|aJies anJ common Hues are resularlx, seen l\ere as we” as a

l\o ol soli . o oc <y
st of sol Tary and bumblebees. The Lr] ny bee has a local x'\O
popu|a’rion that is Joing well and is of note as it on|\, visits

'H\e wl\i'l'e ‘)r\’on\, p|an'|' 'For i'|'s po“en. Wuﬂ\ 'H\ese '|'WO species

skaring such a vital S\,mLio'I'ic relafionsl\ip, we are keen to

proJrec'|' H\e 3rowﬂ\ of wl\i‘l'e Lr\,on\, arounJ '|'|ne Parli. (26

n\e Upper Parli in Seneral iS an area w‘\ere Jou are very |ilie|\,
to Lump intfo qrey sﬂuirrels. Hlﬂ\ougl\ fu”\' naturalised and
operafins in H\e same eco|03ica| nicl\e as reJ sqyirre's, ‘H\ese
gre\,s are an invasive species wl\icl\ carry a pox (onI\, l\arm{ul
to other squirrels) which, alongsicle their aggressive behaviour
Las seen H\e wiJespreaJ co”apse o{ H\e reJ SQuirreI
popula'l'ion in Englancl. Within the Park, we advise people not
to {eeJ Jrl\em as keepins ﬂ\eir numLers arfi{icia“\, Ligl\ l\as a

detrimental impact on the other wildlife. J
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Wedlove To'see pko’fograpl\s taken on the trail. \I\”\\, not share your pictures

with us at W@YourColchester H@Enjo\,(olcl\es’rer or @Beﬁer Colchester
using #(olchesterCastleParklrail %

Wa-

‘A

@ 1ol Pond and back of Colchester Castle

The foliage of the trees around the Imola Pond and up
onto the Laile\, mound behind Colchester Castle is a
common {eeJing 3rountj {or numerous La'f Species
inclur]ing common pipis‘l’re“e, soprano pipisfre”e anJ

noctules. Bats tend to come out to feed around 20

minutes after sunset and a bat detector is a fantastic

asset to l\elp iJenJri{\, wLaJr you are seeing‘ X
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9 Snalie S-I-ePS {§

The trees |inin3 these twisting steps are

alive with birds. Owing to their maturity and
Jiversﬂ'\, o{ species, ﬂ\e trees are Lome to
common garclen species sucL as Llue tits,

sreaf tits, piseons, magpies, |on3 ‘I'aileJ

tits, blackbirds and robins. The Ranger team
re3u|ar|\, install bird boxes in an attempt to
maintain '|'|nese species arounJ ﬂ\e Parli. Q’
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9 \_ower Parli Riversicle :

The Boa’rinﬂ Lake is almost certain fo have ducks in residence
alﬂxoug‘\ it is |i|<e|\, ﬂ\ese WOUICl l\appi|\' malie ‘H\eir l\ome on
the river if it wasn't for people {eeJing them in the lake. You
are also |i|<e|\, To see swans using the area - look at the
notice boards for information on how to report the swans you

see. Piecj wagfai's anc] qrey wagfails l\ave a|50 Leen seen Lere

regularlx,. Wa”iing a|on3 'H\e river in ﬂ\e Jirecfion o{ ﬂ\e N / voles anJ 'H\e elusive otter too so |<eep your eyes pee|eJ.

You now Lave ﬂ\e cl\oice to make your way Lack up to H\e
Upper Par|< or continue a|0n3 ﬂ\e river out o]t H\e gafes anJ
towards Fast Ba\,. I l\eacling up past Putt in the Park, take a
moment to |oo|< over ‘H\e {ive-Lar Sa'l'e info 'H\e Wi'z“i{e Garclen
area that abuts the wa”ﬁwa\, between Putt in the Park and the
Roman Wall - it is a Soocl site for Woorlpecliers, muntjac deer and
p|en+\, o‘f insects.

H con‘hnuing along 'H\e river, ‘H\e rou'l'e wi“ ‘|'a|<e you pas‘l’ H\e
Riversixje Lake wiH\ i1’s range 01( wafer{owl inclucling ma”asz,
shovelers anJ aoosancler, as well as occasional cormorants anJ
l\erons. Tlr\is is a|50 a site wlr\ere ‘ferrapins are regu'arlq spo’r’reJ
Laslﬂing in ﬂ\e sun (an invasive species causin3 LeaJacl\es {or

conservafionis‘l's up anJ clown ﬂ\e counh*\,).

(oming o‘H ﬂ\e main {oofpaﬂ\ anJ LeaJing Le‘l’ween ﬂ\e riversiJe

|al<e anJ ‘H\e river i‘|'seH:, Jou are |il<e|\, ‘|'o see various species in

Vv

o

Lowls green, a selec’ﬁon o{ c]amselﬂies anc] Jragonﬂies can Le
seen Juring the summer months, inclur]ingz large red damselflies,
reJ e\,eJ Jamse'ﬂies, LanJeJ c]emoise”es, four-spo'H'eJ cl\asers anJ
l\air\, Jragonﬂies. Fisl\ species in ﬂ\e Co'ne incluJe: pilie, roacl\,
percl\, eels anJ cLuL anJ H\is sec’fion o{ river l\as a Lealﬂ\\,

popu|a1'ion. -”\ere is a|50 a cl\ance you wi“ see king{is‘\ers, water

the tit {amil\, and have a chance of seeing the green woonecker
‘H\a‘l' {eer in H\is area.

HeaJing along ‘H\e river ?owasz Easf Ba\,, mun‘fjac Jeer, {oxes anJ a
sparrowLawlﬁ are all seen {airlq regularlx, across the river amongst the
{o|iage that makes up the border of (oera\, Marshes. We are also
pleaserj wiﬂ\ l\ow ﬂ\e wilr”lowers are Jeveloping l\ere H\anks to a
cl\ange in the grass cutting reqime.

Once in Easf Ba\,, enJ'O\, ﬂ\e view Laclﬁ along ﬂ\e river {rom ﬂ\e weir anJ
i]t its Iow ‘|‘iJe ups’rream, |oo|< out {or otter prinfs in ‘H\e muJ.

Please note, on your way back you may want to consider a stroll across

'H\e Lric]ge '|'owar<ls ‘.eisure Worlcl (olcl\esfer anJ in'l'o Bu” Meaz]ow
wl\icl\ is a sma” nafure reserve Lome 1’0 many o{ ﬂ\e species menfioneJ

ﬂ\rougkouf H\is frail.

co|cl\esfer.30v.u|<lparl<s
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