Suu’faLle

{or l(ic]s

On \ze‘\aH ol Colchester Q\ 3

BorougL (ounci‘, We‘come Jro

= Colchester’s (astle Park. %

P‘ease enjoxl \|our visi’f.

it &

Y

The park is located at the edge of the fown centre and the nearest car parks are
Priorx, SJrreeJr, Bri’fannia anc! \_eisure \/\,or‘c! (olcl\eerer: co|c‘\es’rer.30v.uk’parl’~ing.

If you don't want to drive W“‘l not catch the bus to Colchester HigL Street?
to starting the trail co|c‘\es’rer.30v.uuparks

Please check Castle Park opening hours prior

Rec\,cle this sheet if you prin’recl it out at home
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(asﬂe Parli was opene«l ‘|'o ‘H\e puHic in ].8?2 (over ].20 years ago) anJ i'|'s l\isfor\, goes Laclﬁ even {urﬂrer ﬂ\an
ﬂ\af Fo”ow 'H\e route on 'H\e map to fincl out aLoqu it's {ascinafing Lisfor\, ancl |earn some {un fac’rs as you go.

| YOU BEGIN AT COLCHESTER CASTLE, ====> @
St P00 40 B T € COLCHESTER CASTLE

TLis cas‘He l\as s‘|'ooJ Lere {or over ‘100 years anJ it
isn't even the oldest ﬂnng in the Parkl It was built
L\, the Normans after William the Com{ueror invaded
in 1066 and was the |ar3es’r Norman Iﬁeep in Europe.
11' is LuiH‘ on H\e remains o{ a Roman femple anJ ﬂ\e

builders used material from the ruins of the Roman

o, 1 lhae corond 2z o S\,h’\Lo' ot power, a mi|i’rar\;
Lase, a prison (i‘|‘ ohce Le” Colcl\esfer’s wi’fc'nes) anJ

iS how a museum.

ACTIVITY: Stand at the front of the castle and look

N \ % . - « at the roof - can Jou see a tree growing from the
0 (IV]—L WHR OBE‘—I—SK o corner aLove ﬂ\e cloor? ‘/\”\\, Jo you ﬂ\inll it is ﬂ\ere?

In 1648 En9|an<1 was at war with itself Forces |o\,a| Jro K-n3 Charles I clashed (1o 4prp nob §r 5506 hsea ue jouy GQY ut 2o[s24= o 2[5
with the armies of Parliament. Colchester became a battle 3rounJ Jurmg this oy} je Mopaun s pue|bu ajeaqe|ed of pajue|d sem 4 onsuy

war. n\e King’s so”iers, |eJ L\, Sir G\arles ‘_ucas anJ Sir George ‘_isle were
inside the town’s walls. The Parliament’s New Model Hrm\’ set up camp outside ACTIVITY: What are the five items you would want to l\elp
the walls and put the fown under sieqe for 11 |on3 weeks. Even’rua”\, the Kins’s you live ﬂ\roug'n a siege? (RememLer, the people who

soldiers surrendered but hundreds had died from starvation, Jisease and the ac‘fua“\, lived ﬂ\rougl\ this had to resort to ea’ring cats,
{igt\fing. This is the spot where Lucas and Lisle were executed L\, {iring sc{uaJ. clogs and rats so what would be your priori’r\,?)




© HOLLYTREES

TLis Lui”ing iS how a museum Lu'f it usez] to Le 'H\e I\ome o{ (Larles Gra\, anJ l\is
wife Sarah and was built in 1718. n\e\, used to own the Castle too and are responsiue
for creating what is now Castle Park - it used to be their back garJenl

The museum's opening hours have been affected L\, the coronavirus pan«]emic.

Visi‘l’ colc‘\es‘l'er.cimuseums.org.uk”\ol|\,'|'ree5‘museum {or up to Ja‘l‘e in{orma‘l'ion.

SCTTLT The Beuze e s corrommded L\, lots of p|an’rs that are great for insects.
Follow the paﬂ\ around the Lui”ing and count the number of bees, butterflies,

clragonﬂies ancl Jamselﬂies you can see.

We'd love to see pl\o‘l'ograpl\s taken on the trail. \I\”\\, not share your pictures

with us at W@YourColchester H@Enjo\,(olcl\es‘fer or @Beﬂ'er Colchester
using #(ColchesterCastleParklrail ﬁ

© o VEW

TLis iS ﬂ\ougt\f to Le H\e o”esf tree in ‘H\e
parlﬁ — it is at least 160 years old Tt mig'n’f
no‘|' Le ﬂ\e Ligsesf Lu‘l’ i‘|' is s‘|‘i” impressivel

ACTIVITY: How |on3 can you el @ ome |e3

with your arms out like a tree?

© BanpsTanD

The bandstand was built in 1875 and the
Parli is |uc|<\, to eri” l\ave a Vic’forian
bandstand in full use. The town has two
other famous Victorian landmarks - Jumbo
the water tower and the Town Hall. Owin3
to its age, H\e LaanfanJ requires a |o1’ o{

care and atfention to maintain it.

ACTIVITY: Stand on the steps of the
bandstand and pre’rem] to pla\, your

favourite instrument for the cronds.

OR Do your Lesf impressions o{ a Vicforian
|aJ\, or genﬂeman wa”(ing arounJ ﬂ\e
Lanrjsfaml anJ enjox,ing a sl\ow.

03
D



G Roman Vi”a

Romans invaded Britain in 43AD and set up a colony in Colchester
in 49AD (they called it Camulodunum). This is the remains of a
Roman villa which would have been home to some wealﬂ\\, Romans.
The castle wouldn't have been here then and the Roman wall at the
bottom of the hill would only have recently been built.

ACTIVITY: Stand in the Roman villa - which room do you think
WOUICI l\ave Leen ‘H\e lii‘l'c‘\en? n\e Lerjroom? (an Jou see wl\ere
the walls would have been?

@ Roran wall

Colchester's Roman wall is the

Ionges’r and oldest town wall in

Britain. It was built in 10 AD so
is almost 2000 years oldl It was
built after Queen Boudicca
Jes‘frox,ecl the original Roman
town and temple - the Romans
decided ﬂ\e\, needed a Lig wall to
Iieep themselves safe from the
Ioca' people. n\is wa” was once ‘)
metres tall and 3 metres thick.
I+ was still used to defend the
town 1600 Jears later c|urin3 the
English Givil Warl

ACTIVITY: Does someone you're
with know their Leig‘\’r? Get
them to stand with their back to
the wall. The wall was once b
metres (20 fee’r) tall - imagine

how many peop|e s’ramling on

their shoulders that would be.

6 Tanlﬁ Traps

These concrete blocks were part
of Bri’fain's Je{ences in case ﬂ\e
German army invaclecl in Worlcl
War Two. These are tank traps
which would stop tanks maliing
the journey ﬂwoug‘n Colchester on
the way To London from the coast.
mﬂ\ougk no invasion came, ‘H\e
Park did see some action Juring
ﬂ\e war - a LomL narrow'x, misseJ
the Castle and another shattered
all the windows in Ho”\,’rrees.
nnanHu”\, for the people who
lived here, Colchester was the
most l\eaviI\, defended fown in

Essex.

ACTIVITY: A tank weuld easi|\, be
able 1o drive ﬂ\rougk the shallow
river water in front of you. Can
you ﬂ\ih'ﬁ o{ o‘H\er ways to Je‘fenz]
the town from tank attack?

We l\ope you enjox,ez] 'H\is frai'. ‘/\”\\, not cl\eclt out wl\af else we Lave

to offer at colcl\es’rer.gov.uk/parks
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