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Trail

INTRODUCTION

The Park was {orma”\, openecl to the puuic in 1892 but the |aancape hee e mllienese L\, e S e
years of recorded 'nis’ror\, and has pla\,ecl an in’regra| part in the formation of the town.

n\e Parli’s paﬂ\s l\ave Leen wa”ﬁecj L\, Romans, Vil(ings anrj SaXOns; so”iers, Vicforians anJ artisans; criminals,
wifct\es anJ even rox,al'l'\,. ﬂ\e moclern parlﬁ iS 25 Lecfares in size anJ S regis‘l’erecl as Gracle H. on ﬂ\e Englist\
Herifage Regis‘l’er 01( Parl(s anJ Garclens o{ Special Hisforic Inferesf. Tlne wLole o{ H\e upper parl( iS a sclxeclu'et]

anien‘l’ Monumen‘l‘ anrl con‘fains seven Iis’fecl Lui”inss.

This tour will follow a Seograpl\ical rather than cl\rono|03ica| e Please make use of the timeline if Jyour
cl\rono|03\, starts geﬂ'ing con{usez“ You Legin at (o'cl\es'l'er Cas‘He. -j/

€ COLCHESTER CASTLE

The Castle was built L\, Eudo Dapnter, Hisl\ Steward
to Wi“iam ﬂ\e Conctueror, on 'H\e site o{ a Roman
temple dedicated 1o Emperor Claudius and using
much of the Roman material found in the town.
Construction was starfed in 1076 and fook decades 1o
complete. I+ remained Crown property H\rougl\ouf
medieval times and L\, the 11tk Century the Castle
was used as a prison. During this time it was the
gruesome site for many of The Witchfinder General
Mathew Hopliins’ witch trials. It has since been in
privafe l\anz]s Lefore coming info Council ownersl\ip

ancl Lecoming a museum in 1860



CIVIL WAR OBELISK

This obelisk reminds us of some of the darkest Ja\,s in Colchesters t\is’ror\,. For
11 weeks Juring a cold, wet summer in 1648 the Englis‘\ Civil War arrived at
Colchester's walls in the form of a siege. f Ro\,alisf army led L\, Sir Charles
Lucas and Sir George Lisle took shelter in the town which was prompﬂ\,
surrounclecl L\, Parliamenfarian forces |erl L\, ‘_ortj n\omas Fair{ax. n\e Royalisf
soldiers cLuicH\, took provisions from the citizens of Colchester and over 11

|on3 weeks, et ok oot el s evac |l e b O a1 cverm e s o o L1

l_ucas antl |_is|e, Loﬂ\ were execu‘l‘ecl L\, {iring sc{uacl on ‘H\e site o{ H\is olaelisli.

e dllove Torsee pl\ofosrapl\s taken on the trail. \I\”\\, not share your pictures

with us at W@YourColchester H@Enjo\,(okl\esfer or @Be‘H‘er Colchester
using #(olchesterCastleParklrail (:

© HOLLYTREES

This mansion was built in 17116 for local |ac|\,,
E|izaLeﬂ\ (orne”ison - an unJerfakins ﬂ\af
cost her £2000. Her niece, Sarah, inherited the
Lui”inﬂ on ElizaLeﬂ\’s Jeaﬂ\ ancl movezj in wiﬂx
ker l\usLanJ, (l\arles Gre\,, in 1727 “\e
Luilcling’s grounc]s were not as extensive as H\e
Park ’roJa\, but |ar3e parts of the Upper Park
(incluJing H\e casﬂe) were parf o]t ‘H\e
properfy’s formal garJens. The Gre\,s extended
the property in 1748, az“ing most of the
current west side of the Lui'cling. Ho”\ﬂ'ress
was then in privafe hands until the 1920s when
it came into ﬂ\e ownersl\ip o]t ﬂ\e Town, was
converfed info a museum and was added, a|on3
wiﬂ\ its gartjens, to ﬂ\e Parlﬁ. 11' sfill serves as
a museum focla\,. n\e museum's opening l\ours
l\ave Leen aH:ecfeJ L\, ﬂ\e coronavirus
panJemic. For up to Ja'fe imcorma‘l'ion visit

colcl\esfer.cimuseums.org.ulﬁ”\d |\,+rees-museum
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This {isl\ponr] was constructed in 1727 and its Jesign was inspirer]
L\, the numerous Roman arcLaeo'ogica' discoveries that were Leing
made in the Park at the time. It was created to be reminiscent of
a Roman bath, with steps |eaJin3 down towards it and conifers

p|an’rezj to represent Roman columns.

/ 9 Roman Sewers

G Duncan’s Ga’fe

(on’rinuing across the field,
Duncan's Gate is the site of a

major excava‘l’ion anJ Las a

As you eed rereme ettt
a p|a\,in3 field, Jou are fo”owing
the line of a Roman street. The

gri“s in the grass are sifes of

Lri”ianﬂ\, preservecl Seelionfol
former excavations that sewer Jrunnel, however it is,

unfor’runa’reh, not safe for puHic

RS o) W o) oo e
water works that flushed the

femple’s waste water away.

access. |hese examples of the
ancient infrastructure of Roman
life are a valuable asset fo the

Town’s kis‘l’or\’.

@ BANDSTAND

Constructed in 1876, the bandstand imme:lia’felx, caused controversy
amongst local people. CLurcl\goers were appa”ecl that concerts
were 'faliing place on SunJa\,s anJ pefi'|'ionez1 'H\e (ouncil to Lan
ﬂ\em. n\ese profesfa‘l‘ions on relisious grouncls were s‘|'ron3|\,
opposeJ L\, others but nevertheless, concerts were restricted to
n\ursJa\, afternoons for some Jears. Most bands in the earlx, Ja\,s
were mi|i’rar\, bands from the garrison. During WWIL, the ornate
railings were removed and rec\,c|eJ as part of the war effort -
ﬂ\anHu”\, the original Jesigns for the railings were found in
Glasgow Universi’r\, \_iLraw which allowed the restoration of the
bandstand to its former 3|or\,.
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© R Vil

These are the surviving remains of what was once three Roman
houses that stretched under what is now the bandstand towards
the moz]ern-z]a\, café. What remains was once the floor of a Roman
‘fownl\ouse Luil’f in ﬂ\e ].s‘l' (en‘l‘ur\, HD Eacl\ o'f ﬂ\e ﬂ\ree l\ouses
was ‘c’ sLapeJ and two stories tall. The back of the e faced north
(down the hill) and the front faced onto a street that |ar3e|\’ ran
the same direction as the tree lined bandstand {oo’rpaﬂ\.
Untjerneaﬂ\ ﬂ\ese 'Hoors. arcl\aeologisfs {ounJ eviJence o'[ ear'ier
houses Jes‘frm,ecl L\, B breem, S’ranJing on the Roman floor and
|ool:in3 to ﬂ\e Laan‘l‘anJ gives an iJea o{ kow SOiI Jeposi’fs an«l
movement have altered 3rounrl levels over the last 2000 years.

e HESTE
70 COLCHEST
STATION

Trail

0 “\e H|||

n\e ln“ was once usecj L\, H\e Du‘l’c‘n cloﬂ\ makers |ivin3 in 'H\e
Du‘l’cl\ Quarfer 1’0 Jr\, ﬂ\eir J\,ecl c|oﬂ\s on wooJen 'frames ca”eJ
tenter {rames, wiﬂ\ tenter Loolis Leing usecl to secure ﬂ\e c|oﬂ\.
fs H\e\, waited for the cloth to r]r\, and see the quali’r\’ of the
{iniskeJ proJucf, the cloth makers were saicl to be on ‘tenter
Looksﬂ

@ Garclener’s Loclge

TLis kouse was LuiH‘ in ].124 {or ﬂ\e Parli Keeper, ﬂ\e ‘Firsf o]t

whom was a Thomas Munson who led a team of three 3arJeners.

n\e l\ouse iS how ren'|'e<] ou'|' L\, H\e (ouncil.

@ Roman Wall

The remains of Colchester's Roman Wall are the |on3es1‘ ancl
oldest town wall remains in Britain. Built in TORD after the
saclting of Roman Colchester (ﬂ\en called (amu|oJunum) L\, the
Iceni Queen Bouzlicca, if ohce s1'oo<l af() me‘l‘res Jra” anJ _7) me1'res
H\ick I’r iS how l\ome to a wiJe array o]t mosses, |ic|r\ens,
wi”ﬂowers anJ inver?eLrafes so is a valuaLle ecolosical ax“i‘hon
to the Park as well as a historical one. 1S78 years later, in 1648

‘H\e wa” s‘h” proveJ i‘fseH: eHec‘l‘ive as a Je]tensive {ea’rure Juring
H\e Siege o{ (o'ckes‘l’er.
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@ Boa’fing Lake

n\e Boa‘hng l_alie was consfrucfes]
at the time of the Park's opening
anJ was origina“\, useJ {or ‘H\e

sailinﬂ of moclel Loa‘l‘s. n\e Ialﬁe

was also Lome to H\e town’'s

@ Tanlﬁ De{ences

n\ese concrete Lloclﬁs were par‘l’ o‘f Brifain's Je{ences in case 01(
German invasion clurin3 World War Two. These are tank traps which
would stop tanks making the journey ﬂ\rougl\ Colchester on the way
‘fo ‘_onclon 'from ﬂ\e coasf mﬂxougl\ no invasioh came, ﬂ\e Parli chl
see some action Juring the war - a bomb narrowlq missed the Castle
and another shattered all the windows in Ho“\,’rrees. ﬂ\anHu”\, for
‘H\e people wl\o |ivec| Lere, Co'cl\es‘fer was ﬂ\e mos‘f Leavi'x, Je{enJecl

+0Wh in ESSBX.

%16405 Witch trials held L\,

Matthew Hopliins in the castle

resiJenf swahs wLicL were {ecl out

o'F ﬂ\e puuic pursel

<& 45 AD Camulodunum
i 0w (now (o|cl\esfer)
founded L\, the Romans

M18OOS Man\, works underfaken to

creafe {eafures sucl\ as ‘H\e Lanr]sfancl,
].mo'a POhJ an:J Loa‘l‘ing lalie as We”

as exfensive ‘|'ree planfins

10 AD Roman Wall built 17116 Ho“\ﬂ'rees built

| 3&%}?&1@3‘ ' EEELERS
49AD iy flasict ; 1872
- TN :
— 1121 Charles Gre\, and wife,
1076 Construction '

Sarah, take ownersl\ip of

60 AD Queen Boudica revolts wlbeh s e T [P

- burns down the Jremp|e of
ClauJius (ﬂ\e remains o{
wLicL exist unJer ﬂ\e
presen‘f-Ja\, castle)

1872 Park opened
‘P* to ‘H\e puL'ic

o]t (asﬂe Legins

1648 Siege of Colchester

Trail

m Middle Mill Weir

Evidence of a mill at this site has
been found Ja’ring back to the
1100s when it would have proviJeJ
flour for the castle. It was then
run L\, St. John's HLLe\, Le{ore the
dissolution of the monasteries
meant the mill passec| info
privafe owners‘nip. It is so called
because for centuries it stood
Le’fween two oﬂ\er mi”s on Jr|ne
(o'ne — ohe ﬂ\e oﬂ\er siJe 01(
North BriJge and the other at
East BriJSe. In 1933 the mill was
sold o Marriages Mill who
s’rrippecl it of all its macl\iner\,

{or use in H\eir owh mi”s. ﬂ\e

mill building that existed was
then sold to the Council in the
ﬁgOs Luf ‘\azl to Le rlemolis‘\ecl
owing to its poor condition -
|eavin3 the site |ar3e|\, how it
appears ’roJa\,.

\ We l\ope you enjox,etl 'H\is 'frail. ‘I\”\\, not ct\eck out wl\af

else we l\ave 'I'O oﬂer 3+ colcl\esfer.gov‘uli/parlis
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