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The Neighbourhood Plan is intended to provide guidance to people who are thinking about proposed developments such as an alteration to an existing property.
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1 FOREWORD

A Neighbourhood Plan istgpe of planning document, introduced in the

On behalf of the Parish of Wérgholt | would like to thank everyone who

Localism Act 2011, which allows local people to have a say in the future has been involved with the project. | would also like to thank the following

growth and development of their communityThe West Bergholt

Neighbourhood Plan sets out a number of policies all of which have the aim

of preserving the unique characteristics of the parish, whilst welcoming
improvements and change that will ensure the vibrancy of the community
into the future.We are really pleased with the constructive feedback we
received to our Regulation 14 draft dfet Neighbourhood Plan and have
directly incorporated many of the suggestions receifadicies cover the
protection of the countryside and local amenities, support for local

businesses and provision of new sustainable housing development.

Although constration of homes is a controversial issue, we need new
homes to contribute towards the wider need in the district and to ensure a

supply of suitable affordable and marketable homes for local residents who

wish to stay in the village close to family, frieademployment.

The Plan and its supporting background documents were prepared

following significant public consultation by a Steering Group, reporting to
West Bergholt Parish Council and consisting of:

9  Brian Butcher, Jenny Church, Terry Claydon, Jarettari Rowly
Castiglione, John Gitioss, Murray Harlow, Jo King, Glnter Klaphake,
Andrew Savage, Phil Spencer, David Shdatrry Stone Stuart
Thackrah, Bob TyralhdLaura Walkingshaw.

In addition, the following have made valuable contributions toantbek of
the Steering Group:

1 Phil Cook, Paul Downer, Jacqui Jenner, AusterpKotiggraphers Galil
Stubbins& Tony Morris and the children of Heathlands School
responsible for the individual policy chapter icons.

for their assistance and support:

1 Sarah Sapsford and colleagues at the RCCE; Alison Eardley, Planning
Consultant during the evidence thgaring and analysistage; Ann
Skippers, our Planning Consultant, for giving us the benefit of her vast
knowledge and experience in planning and neighbourhood planning,
and for extensive help and guidance with drafting documents and
policies;

The Supportig Communities in the Neighbourhood Planning
programme, funded by the Department of Communities and Local
Government and administered by Locality in partnership with the Royal

Town Planning Institute (including Planning Aid), the Community
Development Foutation, Urban Vision, Eden Project and URS;
together with Groundwork UK, Community Rights Programme Team,

which funded the assistance from Planning Aid and provided grant

Fdzy RAYy3 G2 KSfLI gAGK O2yadAf GryidaqQ ¥

1 Colchester 8rough Council officers and Councillors for guidance and
encouragement, in particul&lirs Marcus Harrington, Dennis Willets,
Brian Jarvis and Lewis Barbed GficersRachel ForkirSandra Scott
and Shelley Blackaby

Finally, the Parish Council and tB&ering Group would like to thank all
those residents and those who work within the paraad indeed those
organisations who do nowyho have patrticipated in the public consultation
events, responded to the surveys and shown support for the
Neighbourhod Plan.

Chris Stevenson Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group & West Bergholt
Parish CounciNovember2018
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3 LIST OPLANNINGOLICIS

Planning Policies Policy Area Policy | Page
No. No.
Village Society and Community Protection of community facilities PR 31
New @mmunity facilities PR 31
Environment Open spaces PR3 38
Local Green Spaces PR 38
Character Area PP 38
Trees & hedgerows PR 38
Natural environment PF 38
Essex Coast RAMS PR 39
Housing Housing sites PP 50
Design PPD 50
Energy hierarchy PPL 51
Coalescence PR2 51
Highways network PR3 51
Business, Commerce and Employment Expansion oémployment sites PR4 55
Farm diversification PR5 55
Sport and Recreation New sports facilities PPB 60
Community Safety Designing out crime PR7 64
New road layouts PHRL8 64
Communication Communications network PR9 68
Transport, Highways and Infrastructure Access PR20 73
Trafficcongestion PR1 73
Qycle storage PR2 73
Sustainable transport PR3 73
Sustainable transpodonnections PR4 73
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4 LST OEODMMUNITYAMBITIONS

CommunityAmbitions AmbitionArea Aml\?:'on T\lage
Village Society and Community Community buildings and village hall complex CA 31
Village societies, clubs and other commubiiged organisations CA 31
Environment Streetscapes CA3 39
Heritage assets CA4 39
Maintenance of green infrastructure CA5 39
Access to countryside CA6 39
Indicativeviews CA7 39
Sports andRecreation New sports activity areas CA8 60
The Lorkin Daniell Playing field CA9 60
¢tKS t22NRa [lYR CALO 60
Consolidated sports facilities and parking CAl 60
Community Safety Neighbourhood Watch CA2 64
Road safety CAL3 64
Antisocial and other behavioural issues CA4 64
Crime and fear of crime CALS 64
20 mph speed limit zones CAL6 64
Communication A West Bergholt communications forum CA7 69
The Village Bulletin CAl18 69
Community feedbacpportunities CA19 69
Website and printed material CR0 69
Newhouseholde® & AY FT2NX I GA2Yy LI O} cr1 69
Transport, Highways and Infrastructure Traffic management CR2 73
Trafficchanneling CA3 73
Cycling and walking CR4 73
Parish bus services CA25 74
Highway maintenance CA26 74
Infrastructure CA27 74

4| Page

West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan

June 2019




5 INTRODUCTION

5.1 About Neighbourhood Plans 5.2 Thepurposeof a Neighbourhood Plan

The Localism Act 2011 introduced a number of measures allowing ANeighbourhoodPlanhasanumberoffunctions.nastrictplanningsense,
communities to shape the future of their area and to deliver the sustainable it relates to the use and developmentof land and, in this senseg its
development that they need. One of these measures is the Neighbourhood primary purposés to helpin decidingfuture land allocationsfor a variety
Plan. This is a new type of planning documehtch can set policies for the of uses, notablybut not exclusively, housingnd subsequentlyplanning
use of landletailingthe expectations of the community and the quality and  applicationsn the PlanArea.However it is alsoan opportunityto coverin
type of development sought. A Neighbourhood Plan must comply with a aholisticsensea greatdeal more. Communitieshave manifold needsand
higherlevel planning policy at district, national and European level and a Neighbourhood Plaallowstheseneedsto be setout in a way that the
must be based on evidence. Following community consultation, it will be community can plan for priorities that it feels need addressing,
examined by an independent examiner and must be approved by residents everything in fact from sport to transport! Thus, the Neighbourhood
at a local referendum. The made or adopted plan will become part of the Plan for West Bergholt will be a successor to the current Parish Plan and will
development plan for the local area and will bged in determining containseparately identifiedspirations and ideas that go beyond the strict
planning applications and appeals. planning and development remit of the Neighbourhood Pl@inese are

called the Communitgmbitions
A Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to stop development. There is a B

requirement for new homes nationally and every Neighbourhood Plan must West Bergholas acommunity resides in a locality which has a common

plan for new growth. cultural and historical heritage, shares common characteristics and
interests and perceives itself distinct in many respects from the larger
comvdzyAde 2F /2f OKSAGSNWP ¢KS O2YYdzyAde
enhance its community feel and environment, its housing and businesses

and the safety of the community, setting these out as Community
Aspirations

West Bergholt Parish Council resolvedprepare a plan so that the
community could work together to shape the future of the village and have
a say about where new homes should go and what they should look like,
how the local economy should be supported, how the countryside and open
spaces of th village should be protected and how local facilities and
infrastructure could be improved. Localismprovides the opportunity for local decisionsto be made by
local people.Aslong asit canbe demonstratedthat the Neighbourhood
Planis inclusiveand deals with potential and planned growth, then
there is no reasorwhy it would not be agreeableio the communitywhen
submitted for referendum or by Colchester Borough Coumdilich must
approve the plan.

The Parish Council, although the sponsoring body for the Neighbourhood
Plan, recognised that the wider community had to play a major role in
producing the plan ahso agreed that a Steering Group made up of Parish
Council representatives and people from the community be set up to write
the plan and consult upon it.

Thepurposeof thisdocumentis thereforeto:
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I Set out a framework to guide residents, local authorities and
developers on how the community wishes to manage and
control future developmentn the PlanAreaover the next 15 years,
along with its facilitiesservices and environment

1 Recordthe historicaland existingstatusand nature of the community
and its environment
9 Establistan ActionPlanthat providesthe communitywith a prioritised

planto improveits facilities,servicesand environmenton a voluntary
andassisted basis

TheNeighbourhoodPlantherefore:

consultation was held in June 20N objections were forthcoming and
the plan was confirmed and is shoaatiacent

= -

= X & L

1 Identifiesthe maincommunityissuesand objectivesfor WestBergholt {
as awhole !
1 Makesproposals forthe developmentand use of land and allocates
land for specific purposgs el
9 {SGa 2dzi GKS O2YYdzyArideaQa LRt AOAS 'SPSt2LIv¥Sy
1 Providesan ActionPlanthat schedulesa series of desired projects ‘
arising fromthe O 2 Y Y dzy WisibiAf@ &uStainable growthn their
Neighbourhood Area
1 Documentsthe mechanismsfor monitoring and the timescalesfor
delivering theplan and its proposals .
5.2.1 The Neighbourhood Plan Period ﬂ*’;
The West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan wilfdsehe period from 2018 to '
2033 \ =
L {5 . "P; Ze. ) A{.-
5.2.2 ThePlan Area O o o e ‘
Following an application to Colchester Borough Council to designate the Neighbourhood PlaArea
parish of West Bergholt as a Neighbourhood Plan area, a statutory
6| Page West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan June 2019



6 PREPARINGHERPLAN

wSteering Group Formed

6.1 How the Plan wgsroduced

wEvidence gathered
wWorkshops held
wNeighbourhood Plan area confirmed

The plan was eommunityled affair but affiliated to the Parish Council who

~N

w 2dzASK2f RZ . dzAAyS&aa 9 , 2dzy3 t S2LX|SQa adNBSea

J

acted as its sponsor. The Neighbourhood Plan was informed by village

workshops, community surveys and other parish meetings. The process was
overseen by a Steering Grqupade up of both residéa and business
owners within the parish of West Bergheiho valued the opportunity to

wEvidence analysed
wBaseline reports prepared

~

have a say in the future shape and development of their village.

6.2 LegaRequirements

wlssues and Options consultation

A Neighbourhood Plan must comply with a number of conditions, known as

the BasicConditions. These require that the Plan:

wHousing Survey

wSite identifications

wSite assessments

wFirst draft of NP consultation held

1 has regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued
by the Secretary of State

9 contributes towards the achievement of sustainable development

1 is in general conformity with the strategic policesmtained in the
development plan for the area
1 does not breach and is compatible with European Union (EU)

wQuality assessments undertaken
w2 draft NP prepared

obligations

1 isnotlikely to have a significant effect on a European site or a European
offshore marine siteeither alone or in combination withther plans
or projects.

wReg 14 consultation draft NP prepared

wDraft plan published for statutory 6 week public consultation
wUpdating of plan based on feedback from consultation
wSubmission of NP to CBC

wFurther six week consultation

6.2.1 National Policies and Advice

The National Planning Policy Frameworll22(NPPF) is therincipal
document in which national planning policies are contained.

windependent Examiner's Report
wReferendum of Electors
ottty aYFRSE o8& [ ./

Timeline of Neighbourhood Plan

€EE€C€€CECC
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Government guidance iprovided on the Planning Practice Guidance 6.2.4 Development Plans for the area

website. , :
The development plan for therea consists of the Essex Minerals Local Plan

6.2.2 Sustainable Development 2014 and the Essex & Southend Waste Local Plan @@ich currently
provide the local planning policies which govern minerals and waste
The NPPF sets out a presumption in favour of sustainable development. Thi%evelopment in Essex. Colchester Borough Council have produced a set of
means development that meets the needs of the present without adopted Development Plan Documents (DPD) that are referred to as the
compromising the ability of future genematis to meet their own needs. adopted Local Plan which guides future growth and development in the
There are three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social Borough up to 2021.
and environmental.
The DPD comprises the:

6.2.3 Wider POllcy Context for the area | Core Strategy (adopted 2008, amended 2014)
West Bergholt sits withim number of other plan and service areas 1 Site Allocations DPD (adopal0)
including: 1 Development Policies DPD (adopted 2010, amended 2014)

1 Proposaldaps (adopted 2010)

' National Government which sets out Planning Policies & Frameworks § Tiptree Jam Factory DPD (adopted 2013).
and other matters including strategic infrastructure

9 Essex County Council which produces plans for a number of functions
including mineals and wasteeducation social servicetighways and
libraries

9 Colchesterwhich produces the Local Plan for the Borough;area

1 Its own Parish Council, which has at its heart the representation of its
community to other bodies, as well as specific Isedl functions
covering open space, parish facilities such as community buildings and
other facilities such as play and recreational activities 6.2.5 EU obligations

1 Service Specific Plans such as those set out by the Police and Fire ) ) ] )
Services and the National & Mental Healfvies Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and HaRigulations

9 Deregulated private bodies such as transport and utility bpdigish Assessment (HRA)

The biggestimpact on local land use planningmattersis / 2 f OKS & (i SN 2
Local PlanA new Localplanisin the process of being formulated to

cover the period up to 2033. Our Neighbourhood Plamust be in
generalconformity with the strategic policies of the adopted Lo@dn

and it has also taken into account the direction of the emerging Local Plan
although the relationshipaith other serviceand planningbodiesis in fact
equallyimportant.

provide us with power, water and public transport services A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening determination was
f Voluntary sector which comes in a variety of guises to fill gaps in the prepared for the Neighbourhood Planwhich concluded that the
public and private sector Neighbourhood Plawill not result in significant environmental effects and

therefore a SEA®t needed. Natural England and Historic England agreed

The NeighbourhoodPlansetsout to ascertainwhich areas woulthenefit : . ) ;
with the conclusion that SEA is not required.

from interventionand to soundits community out on areaswhere they
think planning coulte carried out a& local level.

8| Page West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan June 2019



However, towards the latter stages of thBeighbourhood Plan
development the draft Essex Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance anc
Mitigation Stratgy (RAMS) was circulated to LPA Officers. Whilst the RAMS
was in draft form, the Essex Coast RAMS set out Zones of Influence (Zol)
which have been agreed by Natural England. Residential development
falling within the Zol is likely to significantly affelabitats sites through
increased recreational disturbance-dombination with other plans and
projects across Essex. The whole of Colchester Borough is within the Zol
which means that all residential development in Colchester Borough is likely
to signficantly affect Habitats sites through increased recreational
disturbance ircombination. Th&leighbourhood Platherefore needs to
consider appropriate avoidance/ mitigation measures. Until recently this
could be done through a screening opinion, and a HRA screening report was §
prepared for theNeighbourhood Plarconcluding no likely significant
effects. Howevera recent decision from the European Court of Justice
(People Over Wind and Sweetman) requires avoidance and mitigation
measures to be considered in an appropriate assessment rather than 2§26 Human Rights
screening opinion.

o _ _ _ _ The Neighbourhoodl& must comply with the Human Rights Act 1998 and
The implications of this are that an appropeiassessment is required for  pe compatible with the rights protected by the European Convention of

the Neighbourhood Plareven though the effects are-gombination and Human Rights, including those dealing with privacy, discrimination and
relatively minor when considering that tiNeighbourhood Plaallocates property.

land for 120 dwellings and West Bergholt is not adjacent to a Habitats site.
TheBasic Conditions Statemesplains in detail howhe West Bergholt

Changeswere made to the Neighbourhood Plaring Regulations in Neighbourhood Plan complies with the Basic Conditions and other legal
December 2018 making it clear thideighbourhood Plancan have an requirements.

appropriate assessment under the Habitats Directive and meet the basic

condition of no likely significant effects on Habitats sits.appropriate 6.3Consultation &ngagement
assessment asprepared for theNeighbourhood PlanThe SEA Directive
states that SEA is mandatory if an appropriate assessment is required.
Therefore, a SEA has been prepared foNaghbourhood Plan

The Steering Group overseeing the development and assembly of the
Neighbourhood Plan was keen to establish the following:

1 Reaching the attention of as large an audience as possible;
T t NEOARAY 3 NBE3Idzf F NJ 2 LILI2 Nl dzy AGASa (2
production;

9| Page West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan June 2019



1 Providing feedback opportunities; 6.3.2 Consultationlssues and Options
1 Giving information;

1 Partnering with organisations which have a stakhérplan. In April and May 2015, alssues andptions exhibition and consultation

were carried out. This took the information from the earlier surveys plus
The group set out to do this via its meetings, workshops, surveys, independent evidence from desktop research and played this out to the
exhibitions, face to face meetings and through a visible presence on the community through a range of scenarios gmpositions. Results are
website, village notice boards and in the Village Bulletin. A full consultation included in thesupporting documentsbut key points were recorded as
and involvement summaamyre providedin the supporting documents follows:

6.3.1 ConsultationBaseliningthe current situation’ 1 98% of residents thought it was very important or important to have a
Neighbourhood Plan

In 2013 workshops and surveys were undertaken to establish how people o , _
93% of respondents felt that giving residents a chang#lteence and

felt about the village and to establish key lines of enquiry. Surveys of

households, businesses, schoald aolleges were undertaken. Results are shape the plan and associated development was the most important
included in thesupporting documentsbut key points were recorded as reason to have one o
follows: 1 Over 80% supported the vision for the plan

1 Support for the objectives, issues and proposals for the plan
In total, nearly 500 households representing over 1000 people responded components were supported by well over 50% of e
to the various consultations. § The @tion restricting the amount of housing to 100 units over the
Key issues identified were Neighbourhood Plan lifetime emerged as the clear favoured option
1 Traffic issues and road maintenandeoad safety 6.3.3 ConsultationTheDraft Outline Plan and Policies
1 More facilities for older children In October 2016, a consultation on the draft plan and policies was
1 Residents having a say in new development undertaken.
9 Smaller starter or mixedse developments favoured Minimum

possible new development favoured Key points were as follows:

1 Better provision of broadband 1 7090%+ agreement on policies

Otherpoints identified were I Broad agreement to the location of new housing

In 2018 the Neighbourhood Plan was issued in draft faixaveek
consultation period in accord with Regulation T#e responses from #t
consultationwere duly considereénd aRegulation 16 version of the Plan
was submitted to Colchester Borough Council

9 Strong degree of support for maintaining the identity of the village
Very strong support for preserving the environment
1 Residents feel safe in the village from crime orstial behaviour
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7 ABQJTWESBERGHOL

7.1 A Brief H|st0ry of West Bergho|t hometoDanie@ O NBGSNE gKAOK 2LISNI (GSHe adz00S:

. _ new owner, Truma®, operated from the site until 1989, when it was
West Bergholt is a small compact rural parish located to the north west of developed into houses and flats.

Colchester comprising an area of 929 hectares. Dating back to the 11
century the village was originally known as Bercolta, later recorded as 7.2 Population
Bergholt Sackville, after the Sackville family who held the main manor from
the early 19 century to the 1% century. The village is recorded in the
G522YaRl & . 22 (naded Wést Berghblt irF theyearfy R@
century to distinguish it from East Bergholt in Suffolk.

¢KS Attt 3S SELI YyRSR &AAAYyAFAOlLIyGte Ay
a population of 3,344 residents and 1,363 househdlids P&sh has a large

elderly population compared with Colchester Borough as a whole. In
addition, it has a slightly larger population of those aged 5 to 17 years.
The landscape surrounding the village is attractive and undulating and is Approximately 20% (675) of residents are of retirement age compared with
bounded to the south and west by the sloping valleys of the river Colne and 15% at Borough level arapproximately 17% (574) are agedly years.

{ 0 . sB&dkLIKenorth and east are arable farmlands interspersed This compares with approximately 14% at Borough level.

with small woodlands. Indeed, the name Bergholt is derived from the-Anglo . .

{FE2y GSN¥& Q082NHQ YSIyiy3d wentt FyrVIREERo vsiyiys s22R0 ¢KSNB F NB
local wildlife sites of importance for naturenservation, including the 7.3.1 Mllage Society and Community Facilities

famous Hillhouse Wood (owned and administered by the Woodland Trust)

1y26y G2 Yrye a GKS w.fdSoS8tt 2 2Jdeqiage featureshe large 400 placeHeathlands fmary School,
Bluebells Pr&chool and other child and baby care facilities. The

The village has 34 buildings listed for architectural merit. The only grade 1 church of Englah St Mary the Virgin, arah additional redundant church

listed building is the Church of St MaryHall Road, adjacent to Bergholt ¢ § a| NE QadzA$R 2 RAADIEKAALIf 200l arA2yao ¢
Hall. Now redundant, but still consecrated, the church is used for special and a pharmacy in théllage and the general hospital is about 3 miles away.
services and village events. The building was originally Saxon in origin. The village voluntary Care Network has over 20 members who can be

West Bergholt has evolved into its current form through circumstances to contacted for transport when required. There are two general stores, one

meet local needs and demands. Historical development has resulted in the mcprporatmg a post office V_V'th access to banking facilitiegift sh.op,
broad shape of the village in terms of houses and amenities provided to hairdressers, and three Public Houses. There are other commercial outlets

meet the needs of residents, and this has largely determined the shape of including a garage workshop, shops and business parks.
the settlement boundary which has remed unaltered for many years. The venues available for hire for groups to meet include the Orpen Hall and

The village has had a largely agricultural heritage and the population settledthe attached John Lampon Halhere there is parking available. There is a

16 FLIUNBEAYEGSE e mann TNBY my w0 s5OGRHEG Backeiofy Hol hak s ongryniie aeningsasd waskens; 5 g

and available for the public to hire during the daytimibe Parish Church
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also haaneeting rooms for hire. All are well used. The hddeniellFeld When considering the built emenment although there is a mix of eclectic

FYR t22NR&a [FYR FNB F@FAflFof S T2 NImWderd NdBding stykey, thé widye hadlEeveRhElésS § goozaabde ofoller (i K S
West Bergholt Football Club and the Bergholt Heath Youth Football Clubbuildings of architectural value with many listed buildings including several
respectively. of both architectural and historic importance.

The Cricket Club has the use of a field off the main Colchester Road. Ther&he surveys anducted in compiling the Neighbourhood Plan

isa MulttUse Games Area on the LorkianiellHeld which is available for overwhelmingly revealed that existing public open spaces and important

hire for tennis and other sport$he ScouHut is situated on the Heath by landscape and wildlife areas were universally valued and as a result should

the primary school and is well used by different groups and activities. The be protected.

green field areas can be madeailable for events. There are 3 areas of . .

OKAf RNBYQa LI F&3INRdy R Sljidawysyd @3 HeusingandPlanging 0 ¢t 26vsyd wiadao
The growth in populationiktS €  §S mdcna YR Ay G(KS
of new estates being constructed and a variety of styles mark this expansion

The Parish has a wonderful mix of undulating farmland with the beautiful such as those around Lexden Road, Mumford Road and Pirie Road, as well

Rver Colne valley accessed by a network of public fdwpatiuding public 4 GKS RS@St2LIYSyld 2y (GKS TFeadyS NI ¢ NIz
access to ancient woodland. The vast majority of the parish is rural with there have been smaller developments usually consisting of four or more
agriculture the dominant feature (both arable and dairy). Within the village, bedroomed detached properties closely positioned on sitesirwitie

there are numerous ponds, open spaces and vegetation that complements settlement boundary.

the built envionment. As a result of a good network of local roads and
Public Rights of Way (PROW), there are numerous opportunities for the
community to enjoy both local environments within the main village
settlement and those close at hand in the surrounding cosiutey

7.3.2 Environment

In preparing the Village Design Statement in 2011 the housing areas of the
village vere divided up into character areas to help distinguish the mixture
of vernacular and modern housing styles and help assess the applicability of
housing and extension proposals.

The rural landscape provides some accessible green space such as Hillhouse

Wood and many PROW, including long distance paths such as the Esse\)/(Vest Bergholt remains a highly desirable village in which to live. Being

Way. Also, within the settlement boundasythe Village Green (known as situdted just outside and to the northwest of Colchester NJA uGldesy” Q a

- . RecordedTown, West Bergholt village is conveniently placed for those
The Heath), pockets sfmaller green space generally within housing areas . . . o
(amenity greens), the churchyards and three ponds. The village does no,[reS|dents who work in Colchester and its close proximity to the A12 means

. L . that it is well placed for people who vkoin Ipswich or Chelmsford. Being
have a formal public park or garden as such within its boundaries, however , N o
: o only 2.5 miles from the main railway line into London has meant that West
there are some older properties that have significantdree hedgerows

that contribute to the rural character and biodiversity value of parts of the Bergholt has become an extremely desirable commuter location.
village. A few trees are protected with Tree Preservation Orders. Hedgerows|. i gl a (GKS fFyR NBEtSIFaAaSR F2NJ RSOSt 2 LN
and verges within villages are generally not protected. that markedthe most significant increase in housing numbers within the

village. Due to the location of most of the new estates the village 'look and
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feel' was maintained with some supporting improvements to facilities for 7.3.5 Sports and Recreation
the community. It has to be said though thlaé modern housing design
was at odds with the older housing and although functional the design and
style now looks dated and the housing no longer meets the needs of the § The Lorkin DanigMayingFeld and the Orpen Memorial Hall are village
Parish in terms of the mix of tenure and the lack of affordable housing. assets held in Trust and managed byRhesh Council as Sdlustee
These assetsre available for public use and hire.

The village currently has use of the following building and land assets

The formal 8ttlement Boundary indicates the boundary inside which there

is a presumption that development will be allowed (subject to planning Over the years the Parish Council in its capacity as Trustee for Charity land,
permission). The opportunities for such development are reducing over has added to or enhanced the village hall buildings located in Lexden Road
time and therefore there is likely to be the needdome additional growth. to meet the eveifincreasing demands of a thriving and vibraitiage.
Booking demand for the village halls increases annually and these buildings
are used at near full capacity. The expansion of the hall is essential if future
demand over the next 15 years is to be met.

It is evident from the consultations undertaken so far, including the 2008
West Bergholt Parish Plan, that whilst some wish the village to stay exactly
as it is without expansion, many more envisage a limited and appropriately

planred increase in development providing the types and numbers of new Other community buildings exist and are owneud anaintained by

housing to meet the needs of the Parish whilst maintaining the village organisations, each being largely $igéncing. They include:

character. ) o
T {0 al NJXQ@dministérefd tby the Church of England Church

7.3.4 Business and Commerce committee

Nowadays, with the decline in agricultural employment, many residents 1 Scout Hut administered by the Scout group but located on Trust land

commute to Colcbster for work as well as travelling to towns such as vjjlage open spaces heldinst and managed by the Parish Council include:
Ipswich and Chelmsford because of the close proximity to the A12. Itis also
a desirable location for those commuting into London I Lorkin Daniell Playing Field

. 1 Village Greeq to the south of Heathlands School
In most cases the commercial and employment areas have evolved over 1 t 2 2 NDadto thengiR of Heathlands School

time. As well as two general stores (includifpst Office in the Cepp), a The Allotments

LIKI NI Oex | KFEANRNBaaSNRaz Fy | ()()ga 2NASa aK2L3E GKNBS LlzmftAO K2dzasSa |

other commercial premises there are business parks located in ColchesterThecricket pitch and club house are located on privately owaed &nd is

Road, Nayland Road, Bourne Roadsé&is Lane and at Armoury Farm.  managed by th€icketQub

These house mdependent businesses as well as offering some office spac .

Ly FRRAGA2YS GKSNB NB YEy&d &YHt¢ teReC alig ?a "gl'esﬁh%"“”e@:;\s'g‘?é'onz LISNI 68 FNRY LIS2 LI ¢
orkin Daniell Iaygﬁlg h

e L Osts:
homes. These all provide local employment whilst harmonising with village )
o P e g g 0 A fullsize adult football pitch

0 A club house and changing facilities
o Training area for Bergholt Heath Youth Football Club
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o AOKAf RNByQa LX I & | NSI Snow clearance volunteer teams are in place and the Parish Council

o0 AMulti Use Games ArgdMUGA)used for tennis, 5 aside maintain equipmenand salt supplies for use by volunteeks Emergency
football and basketball Man for the village has been drawn up to support Colch&steyugh and
o Annual Village Fete the emergency services.
T t22NR& [l YR LINRPOARSE | NBONBI (727 Comituhicafioh NY
0 Junior football L , .
o Dog walking Communication in this sense refers tiee formal means of relging
. information that theParish Council needs to undertake, as walfasmal
0 Heathlandsschoolinc.sports day events AR . i
. waysto get messages across from differing interest groups within the village
0 AnnualHeathlands PT#reworks display o th lation. The K biecti ted b v 98% of th
o Visiting mobile attractionsCircusetc. 0 € population. The key objective was supported by nearly ootthe

NeighbourhoodPan questionnaire respondents.

7.3.6 Community Safety Thereare 4 main channels in which the village communicates;

Crime in West Bergholt is generally low but with the withdrawal of
neighbourhood policing and regular PCSOs, crime has been rising. Current
snapshots reveal thi@llowing incidence of crime and its compaosition:

Face tdface
The quarterlyillageBulletin and the occasional Village Newsletter

T West Bergholtvebsite
Number of crimes3 per month 1 Sociamedia

Typical compositiarTheft from Vehicle, Burglary, Antisocial Behaviour The full Parish Council meets 10 times a year (excluding the months of
éAugustand December). There is always time set aside for villagers to air

views, ask questions or make comments. The PC committees meet as
frequently prior to the main meeting. Village residents are welcome to
FGGSYR GKS G9YQDANRYYSYYWYyXydEKSQGatyNB W& &

The parish has an active Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the village. As
result of neighbourhood poligichanges there is no longer a regular mobile
police presence where residents can seek advice or make their concerns
known.

The Ceop, pharmacypre-school andchool are at the centre of village life
and you will often see peopieformally meeting angassing the time with
friends and familadding to the sense of community

West Bergholt is served by thecalCommunity Meetings initiative (LCM)
are multi agency problem solving groups, working alonggidelocal
communityto address crime, aniocial behaviour and quality of life issues.

The village has a very active Community Speed Watch group (CSW) witR/lageBulletin and Village Nedetters

resource and equipment being shared with Eight Ash Green. The CSW groufrhe Parish council supports the publication of a quarterly Village Bulletin
is recorded as being in thep five most active groups in Essex. GKAOK A3 RSEAOSNBR (2 Fff K2dzas8K2f RaA

The village also has a Traffic Safety Group educating and reminding driverdiéwsetteré A &  LpsiidiceitivBeR there is no Bulletin and displayed
on the importance of safer diving and careful parking. in the notice boards and on other sites around the village.
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The Parish Council also maintains a number of notice boards which are kept- West BergholCC 455 followersy; this provides updais for the cricket

up to date regularly. In addition, the church and school have their own club
newsleters. - West BergholtFC 901 followers) ¢ this provides updates for the
football club

West Bergholt Website

westhkergholt.net¢ the website page for the village provides a calendar of 7.3.8 Transport and Highways

events electronic copies of the bulletin, village updatamutes of the The village has generally good main (B1508) and minor road connections to
council & committee meetingand details of the parish councillors. the A12, Colchester town centre, the rail station, atdlgetail area and

) ] towards Sudbury and the rural EsSaxfolk border area.
Social media

Bus services are provided by two companies, Chambers, providing an hourly

service to Colchester and Sudbury, and First Bus that operatesiade

frequency peak and daytime s@&re to the town centre via the Rail Station.

On Sundays the frequency of buses drops tehaarly. School buses serve

FacebooKnote member numbers as bov2018) the main secondary schools whilst the voluntary Care Network helps
patients attend clinics.

A number of the clubs in West Bergholt hacivewebsites. The majority
of thesesites have a good follomg. The village website is managed by a
third party.

West Bergholt NeighbourhooHan page(296 membes); this provides

updates to the community and the progress around the plan Information gathered during the Parish Plan established the following:

West Bergholt Hub and community pa@805members)q this provides 1 General accessibility to a car: 92% have driving licences and 81%

advice, adverts, questions and village updates. have access to a car

West Bergholt _and surroundings sellipgge R708 members) - this Typical usage of different modes of transport have been calculated from a

provides a place for locals to see any sedwat goods. travel diarysurvey conducted by Essex County Council some time ago. (ECC
2005)

West Bergholt latest new&80 members)¢ this provides local village

updates Car Bus Train Cycle walk

There are also a number of Facebook pages foQticket Aub, Football 86%  28% 23% 25% 64%

Qubs, Parent andToddlerGroup, Bergholt Youth Group and West Bergholt
Pharmacy all totalling circa 850 members.

Twitter (note member numbers as bliov2018)

- West BergholtPC (B4 followers) ¢ this provides latest news and
updates
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Popular destinations are: the rail station and adjacent retail park, town
centre, the hospital, access to the A12 and the Stanway/Tollgatdarea
retail shopping.
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8 VISIONAIMS ANOFRAMEWORK FOEVELOPINGURPLAN

8.1 AVsionfor Qur Parishand Millage

The Neighbourhood Plan intends to influence the future forbitter by Caring for our environment:
the concerted actions of many agencies and organisations and to do so in
harmony with the wider community in West Bergholt. This will have an
impact on West Bergholt as a place and will similarly affect its community
as individuals, families amptoups of citizens. This is reflected in a vision
statement which was tested out during consultation periods, with the Enhancing and expanding community amenities:
majority of those providing feedback feeling it was appropriate for a plan
lasting many years.

To maintain the distinctiveness of the parish and its identity by protecting
the natural and built environment for the enjoyment of future generations
and to explore opportunities to create new areas of accessiblespaee.

To provide improved community facilities which support local groups
especially in the areas of sport and recreation, community buildings,
The West Bergholt Vision Statement telecommunications and meeting areas.

4 . €33 MVast Bergholt will be a prosperous community which has taken Integratingsustainable communities throughout the parish:
control of its destiny through local decisioraking; which has achieved a
sustainable mix of development; and where the combination of the built
and natural environment provides an attractilaxation for residents,
odzaiySaasSa yR @ArAaAiriliz2NBR FfA]Soé

8.2 OurAms

Our community, its residents, clubs, societies, organisations, businesses an
individuals aspire for an evanproved quality of life. These aspirations are
many and varied. We have grougbd main aspects under the overarching
aims, set out below: 1 Seekingompliance withth®l y Q& t f I yyyAy3 t2f A0ASA
1 Seeking ways aghplementing and fundinigpfrastructure requirements

to realiseboth the Planning?oliciesand CommunityAmbitions
To improve and extend opportunities for all age groups to interact and take § Developing a holistic action plamade up of Planning Policies and
part in a wide range of activities and improve communication between and Community Ambitions
across communitgroups.

To support limited expansionin the parish and involve the local
communityin all aspects oflevelopment and changidyrough consultation
and activeinvolvementto determine new housing needsfrastructure
needs, changes in lande designation or husbandry.

8.3 TakingAction

dI'hisprocess:of implementing our Neighbourhood Plan will be through the
following:

Creating a sense of community:
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9 SUSTAINABIEROWTHA FRAMEWORK FOR THHEURE OWESTBERGHOLT

9.1 What do we mean bRustainableGrowth?

For mostpeopl@é dza G F Ay oAf AGe NBfFGSa (2
and the impact this has on the natural environment and the resultant quality
of life for its inhabitants. Whilst this remains undoubtedly true,
sustainability in planning terms has widened to ipoaate all the factors
that sustain communities. These include:

Y TN

1 Environmental matters, the health and quality of our natural and built
environments.

1 Economic outlook, the opportunities to enable a prosperous
community and enabling aspects such as acaegshts, ability to
successfully trade and the necessary infrastructure to maintain
prosperity.

1 Sociabnd @mmunity wellbeing, covering everything from our health
to the ability of people to interact with their society.

directly or indirectly onto the aims has besssembled:

1
In our Neighbourhood Plan we areitaka holistic view of our community q

and concentrating on what will be our needs going forward, not just our q
immediate requirements, but the needs of our children and even

grandchildren. What sustains a community now cannot be assumed to q
be suitdle for future generations. q

Our Neighbourhood Plan draws together a number of commanibjtions 1
and planning polices to enable a sustainable approach to change and 1

Village Society and Community
Environment

Housing and Planning

Business, Commerce and Employment
Sports and Recreation

Community Safety

Communications

Transport, Highways & Infrastructure

development and this is incorporated in an umbrella Sustainable
DevelopmenPlanning policy.

9.2 TheFamework forDevelopingOur Plan

We have adopteda strategyto meet ourvisionand aims In order to do
this comprehensivela frameworkof eight working areas whicimap

The scope of each identified working area includes pignand non
planning related matters. Not all of the activities relate to the development
and use of land. Therefore, whilst each working area is presented in full
here, nonplanning issues are identified separatgdycommunity ambitions

and distinguishe from the planning policies later on in this document.
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Scope To improve and extend opportunities for all age groups and the widercommunityto take part in a wide rangeof activities including as

VillageSociety volunteers.ldentifyingvulnerablepeoplein our societyand ensuring they get the support they need to maintain a thriving community suppo
and Community | network
Facilities: Activities: Clubs, societiesyvolunteeringand mechanismgo strengthenthe communityand look after the vulnerable.To provideimproved
community facilitiesvhich support local groupsespeciallyin the areasof community buildings, telecommunications and meeting areas
Scope To maintain the distinctivenessof the parish and its identity by protectingthe natural and built environmentfor the enjoymentof
Environmek: future generations and to explore opportunities to create new areas of recreational opespace.
Activities: The quality of our built and natural environment,its protection, enhancement anichprovemer.
ScopeSupport limited expansion in the parish and involve the local community in all aspects of development through consultatiiveand
Housingand involvement to determine new housing needs.
Planning: Activities The quantity, quality, location and provision of new dwellings in the parish
) ScopeQeating opportunities to work and trade locally
Businesand o : : . " o . o
Commerce: Activities Seekto examine controlled expansionof existing employment opportunitiesor new opportunities if scope exists; maintain and,
’ where practical, enhance the existing facilities of retail and eating and drinking.
Sport and ScopePromotingincreased opportunities to get active and participate in sport.
Recreation: Activities Provide new areas of open space for formal and informal sport and recreation to promote healthy living and lifestyles.
Scop: Greate an environmentwhich promotesa feelingof safetywherethe perceptionandincidenceof crimeislow andwherethe chanceof being
Community the victim of a traffic related accident is minimised.
Safety: Activities: Dealingwith perceivedandreal safetyissueswhethercriminalor traffic related and working with the police, the community at large

and highwayuthority.

Communication:

Scop: Keeping the communitinformed througha widerangeof mediaand promotingwo-way dialogueand creatingthe opportunity for
participation in democratic processes and decision making

Activities: To improvecommunicationshrough arangeof activitieswith our websiteand socialmediaat its coreto provideresidentswith a means
to be consulted owillage affairs

Scoe: Movingaroundin the parishon foot, bike, horse,car or bus and ascertaining the wider infrastructoeguirements

Transport: Activities: M aintain and improve existingaccessibilitypy bus, walkingand cyclingIntroduce 20mph zonesor streets. Improve maintenanceof
our highwaysbridlewayspathwaysandverges. Investigatie infrastructureof power, water and drainage
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10 FUTURIDEVELOPMENPROMOTINGNCLUSIMEROWTH
10.1 AddressingddzNJ / KA f RNBY Q& Cdzii dZNBSySTHOi2NE® C2NJ SEIFYLX ST aNJ hoD®d h N

_ ) whose estate paid for the village hall knowrtreesOrpenMemorialHall in
Currently West Bergholt benefits from a range of assets and an environment 1 93g and Mr T.D. Daniell whio 1939 donated 4 acres adjacent tofor

which suits many in the community, but the forward nature of our plan  rocreationa use and_now haan adult football pitch, tepnis_courts and .
YStya 6S ySSR G2 SELYAYS 6KSUKSNI k%t By OTE Lhike's 8 NB sl Rroekelhdciulniad LI S ¢
aspectsare indeed well matched in the future. We have decided to do this  4,5tments (c. 6 acres) were donated by other benefactors.

by looking at the people aspects first, and to assist with this we have made

some generalisations. No one family group or indeed single person Future benefactors with a willingness and financial tabib provide

household, has the same needs or charactesidiiet by looking at typical additional community assets such as those provided under the estates of
needs we can tease out at a strategic level the issues that need to be Mr Orpen or Mr Daniell are most unlikely. In addition, other facilities such
addressed. as the various housing stock, the transport services, our roads, footpaths

and pavements, thehops and business facilities have largely been either

To promote community wellbeing and village sustainability as a whole the marketled, developed over hundreds of years or planned centrally by upper
needs of separate but often interlinked family types need to be idahtifie

tier bodies.
The various family types are defined as; Given the above and the seemingly endless directions in which our plan
© 2 ’pav8idgingamilies EarlyYearsPlay, Pre & Primarychooling could lead us across our eiglategories, the strategic building blocks of our
©w 530St 2 LWy Beer@geA A S & plan can emerge in a way that makes sense not only in their own right but
© al (i dzNJ& Ceuplesiadulk Hddseholds which will best suit the needs of the community. This will help enable a
o { MyulLivisg sustainable outcome for all.
w { Sr¢aks2AMJelyRetired Residents

10.2.1 YoungeaandDevelopingramiliesg Early YearsPhy; Pre
We have further looked at the eight categories of our plan and made an and Primary Schooling

assessment of the likely differing needs of each household type. This in tUM\\hilst the needs of this family group are currently adequately provided for
gives an appreciation of the various facilities that will be needed in future through existing facilities in the village, some facilities are operating at
yeas. maximum capacity. In particulaffordable housing for young families is
scarce and as a result some may be forced to move away from the village
even though other facilities such as the school would normally attract them.

10.2 MatchingStrategic Needs to Family Type
Requirements o ) ) o

/| KAt RNByQa LX I & | NSIFa IPabhgRel@Barlel SR | G-

HavardPlaypark byirie Road; Pocket PdwMaltings Park. All three play

areas are constrained by limited space for future expansion in their current

PresentlyWest Bergholt has the assets needed to provide the facilities to
support the current needs of the community. To a large degree this has
come about as a direct result of the generosity areigdanning by village
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form. Preschool facilities are provided by Bheds which almost fully Areaand Lorkin DaniePlaying Field. This group has nearly 100 members
occupies the Orpen arlibhn Lampon Halls during the term time week days. and meets fortnightly. Holdiredditional club nights depends on attracting

A lack of storage space means that equipment used by this -avianthg a sufficient pool of volunteer helpers. A youth shelter was constructed on
groupneedsto be movedn a daily basiand stored outside the Halls the Lorkin Daniell playing field by the Parish Council and Essex County
Council in 2012 but there is a growing need and demand toderawenue,

. . . . . such as a café, for young people to meet socially. Unfulfilled demand has
2014 for the children of West Bergholt and neighbouring villages. It is __. o .
existed over a number of years forip wireto be provided however lack

assumed this expansion will meet the schooling needs for the next 15 Years. ¢ < itable space and funding has meant this has not come to fruition.

qugver, ng prqwsmn was made to ease the congestion caused by IoarentsFaciIities for adults vhin this group are met through clubs and recreational
bringing their childremo school by car.

pursuits in the village. Neither an indoor nor outdoor gymnasium exists in
Footways and cycle paths to and around the school are in need of the village nor is there a swimming pool. Adequate number of pubs, and
improvement. A new footway on the south side of Colchester Road adjacent restaurants exist to meet the needs of the future.

to the school would be highly beneficial to help promote walking to school
and ease parking duringtsol time. Dedicated cycle paths would help
parents feel more confident in allowing their children to cycle to school.

Heathlands Primary School was extended to provide 50 addisipaees in

Summary of future needs
T Provision of a venue with the facility for young people to meet socially
1 An expansion and upgrading of sports facilities and opportunities.

Summary of future needs:
Improved provision of affordable housing
9ELI yaAzy | yR dzLRIFGAY3 2F OKAf RMBWatBergholtisdeemediidésikalile: e to live many younger adults
Measures to improve traffic safety around the school continue to live in the village, sometimes with their parents, as they grow
New footways and cycle paths to change means of travel to school up and parents tend to stay in their family homes when children leave. For
those wishing to downsize it édten not easy to find alternative suitable
10.2.2 Developing Families willeenages accommodation. Shops, a Post Office pharmacy provide an invaluable

StatefundedSe@ndary&:hoo|S’Gammar andFurther Education Colleges service and residents consider themselves fortunate to have a well
are available outside of the village with some public transport available to @ppreciatedd2 O U Bulg&Ena A pleasant environment is important to this
and from Colchester schools. There are independent schools in the local9roup and so open spaces, includingatietments, walks and woods need
area but also a small number of parents organise transport to schools in to be well maintained. Facilities for adults within this group are met through
areas such as Ipswich. A fewrtagers do cycle to school during term time ~ clubs and recreational pursuits in the village but these need to be expanded
when light and weather permits although there are no dedicated cycle and well publicised.

pathg betwe.er.l.West Berghplt and Colchester or. Lexdfen. Various clups andSummav of future needs:

sporting activities are available for teenagers including footbalketyric
tennis, scouts, girl guides, etc. Bergholt Youth Group (BYG) operates from
within the village halls and weather permitting uses thdti Use Games

10.2.3Mature Familieand Couples, Adult Households

=A =4 =4 =4

1 Maintain and develop the pleasant environment provided by the
village open spaces.
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1 Improve sports facilities and encourage opportunities for involvement As a caring society it is essential that vulnerable residents in thip, gr
in a full range of activities especially those without local family and friends,sangported This will be
. . achieved in an appropriate way through the various volunteer and
10.2.4SingleAdult Living professional groups which exist, and which would naturally come into
Some living accommodati@xists to meet single adult requirements and is ~ contact with vulnerable people throughtheir work programmes and
provided through flats and apartments in various locations including the initiatives
Truman Building in Maltings Park. Many of the facilities needed for this
group match those defined above, bin particular there isa need to
encourage involvement in clubs, societies and sports activities. At present
the village has adequate pubs and restaurants but an alternative venue for
meeting socially, especially for single adults, would be desirable. 1 Ensuring an adequate supply of appropriate accommodation
1 Maintaining an efficient Care Network, well supported by volunteers
1 Providing good appropriate communications with all senior citizens,
especially the lonely and vulnerable.

Summary of future needs
al 1S GKS @Attt 3S aaSyA2N) FTNASYyRfe&é¢ o2
sufficient well publicised recreational activities.

10.2.1.1 Summanpof future needs
1 Ercourage opportunities for involvement in a full range of activities
9 Provision of a venue with a facility to meet socially

10.2.5Senior Yearsargely Retired Residents

Whilst some property downsizing does occur, many in this category choose
to remain in he original family home. Sometimes there is a reluctance to
leave the home where the family grew up and in other cases there is a lack
of suitable or affordable senior years housing. Bungalows are sought after
and desirable throughout the village and oftdrange hands very quickly.
Other features in the village currently that are relevant to this group include:

9 There is no sheltered accommodation within the village which houses
a resident warden.

9 Sufficient clubs and societies exist to meet most needs but may need
to be better publicised.

1 An adequate public transport system provides the means to shop in
the town centre or to travel further afield if desired.

1 A welldeveloped Care Network involginvolunteers provides
transport for those that need it, generally for medical appointments.

1 Alocald2 O (i auN@randpharmacy provides vital services for this
group of residents.
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Matching Strategic Needs to Family Type Requirements & Prioritisation

Sports& PPP PPP PPP PP P

recreation

CommunitySafety| PPP P P PP PP
Communications PP PP PP PP PPP
Transport,

highways& PPP PP P P PPP
infrastructure

Vlllageso_mety& Pp PPP P b bpp
community

Environment P P PPP PP PP
Housingg PPP PP PP P PPP
planning

Business p oe oE - b
commerce
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11 STATUTORY AMNDN-STATUTORASPECTS

11.1 Components of the Neighbourhood Plan

It is realised that Neighbourhood Plans although part of the planning system
must also inspire thevider community, and so each of our strategy
elements has been examined in terms of how it affects three important

aspects:

walGGSNE | FFSOUAyYy 3

section

w Matters which may or may not affect land use but which certainly
require formal discussion are coveredtbg PlanningPolicies, again

articulated in each section

w Projects ad Initiatives: those activities which are largéymmunity

Ambitionsare listed in each section separately

This Neighbourhood Plan will thus contain development and use of land
policies, but that, as part of that process and through engaging with the
community, many other matters have emerged and these are captured as

GommunityAmbitions

11.2 Howthe Plan takes the strategy in action

In the chaptersthat follow eachof the elementsis examinedto ascertain
what Planning Policies are needed to guide either development proposals
or what CommunitAmbitiors are needed to bring about improvements to

achieve in concert with otherather than with developers.
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flryR dzaSy
through new land uses are a statutory planning matter in thie arad
so these are shown on our plans amdps and articulated in each

- a LB ol

In ascertaining the policy basis, the following thought process has been

employed:
Stage Output
What the base line situation is. This evidence base is cl
to understand the starting point for assessing negétis.
§ 8 pOYICOoR SR PR BIUSK | y 3
One Databases, inventories and reports already |n
existence and readily available
1 Surveyswhich have been undertakenduring the
Neighbourhoodt f I Yy Q& LINE RdzO{ A
factual or public perceptions
With the evidence base established the Strategy then
Two* passes through the following stages:
1 Define issues & opportunities
1 Define options
1 Define priorities
Produce a robust set of policies. There will be two typeg
policy
Three 1 Planning Policgnd/or
1 Community Ambition

* See SWOTSs under each Policy section

11.3 Sources of Information

people or place aspects where the emphasis is what the community can The Plan is evidended, through each stageln order to signpost and

document tle route, the following reports and summaries are available in
the Appendix 2to the NeighbourhoodPlan document. These are listed
below under the same headings of the table

West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan

June 2019
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Stage

Evidence

One
Baseline Information

West Bergholt Village Appraisal 1998

Parish Plan 2008

Village Design Statement 2009

RCCE Community Profile of West Bergholt

West Bergholt Position Statement

Consultation Report 2018 (Baseline Survey

Other useful background evidence

Consultation Report 2018 (Issues and Optid

Twa N ] West Bergholt Housingeeds Survey 2015

Opportunities, Options : : - -

andPriorities Housing Siteéllocation Appraisé2018
Emerging Infrastructure Priorities
Consultation Report 201®raft
Neighbourhood Plan)

Three_ . | Consultation Report for Reg 15/16

Compliance and Policy| .

Formulation (incorporates responses to Reg 14
consultation2018
Basic Condition Stateme?®18
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12 POLICIEBNDCOMMUNITYAMBITIONS

The Plan from here on in contains the detailed policies and community a8 1 SR 2dz2NESf @Sa aL&a oKIG 6S KIF@S FTAl
FYOAGAR2YA GKFG Attt KSELI G2 YSSiG &8BOTanRsY day beénditdartak@h a A2y F2NJ 2 Sad . SNAF
and address key issues that have been raised during consultation. Planning
Policies relate to the use and developrmehland. Community Ambitions
relate to the wider aspirations which the community can achieve through
their own efforts.

The Planning Polici¢s the blue tablesyill be taken into account by the
local planning authority, Colchester Borougbuncil and other decision
makers when determining planning applications and appeals. Development
proposals will also be determined with reference to national policy and the
development plan. In addition, these Planning Policies will guide developers
and pospective applicants.

The Community Ambitiondn the green tablesform the basis of a more
community focused set of initiatives which will largely replace those in the
Parish Plan.

Each chapter that follows is preceded by an introducsagtion, which
outlines the background and intent of the policy and community ambition
and refers to relevant evidence contained in the supporting documents and
other evidence base material, which is listed in Appendix 2.

The website also provides copidolinks to the remaining evidence base
documents or explains where they are available. In all of the analysis we have
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13 "' VILLAGEOCIET®& COMMUNITYACILITIES

13.1 Objectives early to midpart of the 20" century. There have beeman ample provision
) N _ of meetings areas at the Orp&femorialHall Complex supported by those
@ To improve and extend opportunities for all age groups and the wider ¢ 5c4 churches, as well as large areas of open space at the Lorkin Daniell
community to take part in a wide rangeaddtivities CAStRI t22NR& [ HhéRIDtments. fAtldrgd SumEeNB Sy |y

w To identify vulnerable people or groups in our society and ensure they ;. 4ividuals and clubs and societies use these facilities on a regutar basi
get the support they need.

w To promote and raise awareness of opportunities to increase However, in understanding the future requirements of the village and parish

participation and to maintain a thriving community support network. it has been instructive to understand pressures that are being felt and
w To improve fadties for the community whether these assets are well placed to provide for the future particularly

as the villageexpands. These pressures have emerged through examining
various information sources and through surveys

13.3 Evidence

13.1.2 Community Buildings

There is a large village hall complex available towtiieh is managed in
Trust by the Parish Coundtart ofthe building idicenced to West Bergholt
Social Club open to all members of the community to join.

The halls and rooms are booked up wedksot months in advance and
for some usesuch asindoor sportsare not really adequate for all the
purposes deed of it. There isaither a Parish Office nroCommunityHub
and thereforethe village lacks a central point of contact anebmtination
thusrelying on contacbeingmade through ema#énd suchlikeElsewhere
other meeting places are available to hitéhe ScoutHut andChurchHalb.

Feedback from surveys highlighted these limitations and there was support
13.2 Background Intent for expansion where this was affordable and practical.

The village is the principal location for facilities for individuals, groups, clubs To support further use by the commtynhew or expanded facilities at the
and societies to meet and take part in recreational and social activities. As aOrpenMemorialHall complex will be required.
result, in part due to the generous benefiar- provided bequests in the
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13.1.3 Community Facilities 13.1.4 Community Activities

Away from buildings there atke allotments, 3 play areas, two sports fields  There is a wide range of clubs, societies and interest groups and more being

and a multiuse hard court area; the recreational areas are predomipantl  set up all the time. The main issue here is @ of the hall facilities which

used for football and tennis. There are regular users of all these facilities is covered above. Although the clubs and societies cover children up to age

which are very well established. 15 and middle and odt age groups, there is a lack of activities for older
teenagers and younger adults. Central to promotion of these activities is the
use of information systems, electronic booking arrangements and the link
up with the website and social media. As a furthample of the pressure

Overall there are currently plots for future allotment holders but little

opportunity for further uses of the sports areas. This matter isefiup

later in the document, however the feeling is that some consolidation is

required to allow for informal use of open spaces as distinct from regular on facilities the extensive use of the hall complex by the BluRsbedthool
uses. Major drawback for spartcludesthe lack of changing facilities and  group is testament to the need to enable daytime activities to be catered
toilets. for as the population ages and older residents endeavour to find places to

Of concern islao the rapidly diminishing space in the churchyard for burials meet up.

and this is expected to become exhausted within two years. 13.2 Protection of Community Facilities

Guidance regarding the information that should be provided within a
combined Marketing Assessment and Viability Report to support proposals
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