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Cllr David King – Leader, Colchester Borough Council 

Rowan House 

33 Sheepen Road 

Colchester  

Essex CO3 3WG                20 July 2022 

  

  

Dear Cllr King,            

  

Colchester Levelling Up Fund (LUF) Bid  

  

I am writing to express Essex County Council’s strong support for Colchester’s Levelling 

Up Fund bid. The projects included in the bid will transform eastern areas of the city 

centre and improve the life chances and opportunities for the residents of Colchester.  

  

ECC recognises the importance and opportunity a successful Levelling Up Fund bid 

would be to Colchester and how it will enhance the existing Town Deal projects to 

create a stronger, more sustainable and inclusive centre, more conducive of its new City 

status.  

 

Colchester faces challenges, including pockets of significant deprivation, and as a result 

it is one of our priority places for levelling up in the county. Disparities in wealth and 

opportunity have been exacerbated by the pandemic, with deprived communities and 

young people disproportionately affected. However, Colchester is also a place of 

opportunity, the rapidly growing borough has great strategic importance to the wider 

Essex economy, especially within the North East of the County, due to its growing 

clusters of businesses in high-value sectors and highly respected educational 

institutions. Additionally, its heritage and cultural significance provide a draw to visitors 

and residents alike. 

 

The strategic programme of investments put forward in this Levelling Up Fund bid will 

be key to building on these strengths whilst tackling the growing inequality that has 

been seen in pockets of the town.      

 

The Levelling Up Fund bid will support heritage and cultural regeneration projects 

around Britannia Yard and Vineyard Street Car Parks, delivering housing, public realm 

and helping showcase some of the nationally significant heritage assets present in the 

area, including the Roman Wall and St Botolph’s Priory. Additionally, ECC would lead 

on the walking and cycling enhancements at St Botolph’s Roundabout, strengthening a 

key gateway site for the city and addressing the currently limited access to this area for 

cyclists and pedestrians. These improvements in connectivity to the town centre will 

contribute to our efforts to improve outcomes for surrounding communities, empowering 

residents and levelling up the city. We agree to the use of £2.5m in available Section 

106 funding held by my Council towards the St Botolph’s scheme. 

  



 

  

These schemes will deliver on the Government’s key priorities for investment including 

supporting active travel, improving feelings of safety through reduction in crime and 

antisocial behaviour, bringing forward accessible community spaces and better 

showcasing key heritage assets. This will help boost civic pride and improve the visitor 

economy, bringing greater footfall and vitality to the new city centre and giving greater 

confidence to the private sector to invest in Colchester. 

 

We look forward to continuing to work in close partnership with Colchester Borough 

Council, partners, businesses and local residents to support regeneration and recovery 

across Colchester. I strongly support this complimentary package of projects that will 

transform the city centre. 

  

Yours sincerely,  

  
Cllr Kevin Bentley   

Leader of Essex County Council  

  



 

 

 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 

 

Colchester Levelling Up Fund Application – Letter of Support 

 

I write in strong support of Colchester Borough Council’s application to DLUHC’s 

Levelling Up Fund Round 2 funding call.  

I am the chair of Colchester’s “We are Colchester” board established in 2020 to lead 

Colchester’s Town Deal programme. 

Since the formation of our Town Deal Board, Colchester has prepared its Town 

Investment Plan, and subsequently prepared seven business cases which will now 

deliver priority projects across the Town with a strong focus on revitalising our core town 

centre. 

A great deal has been achieved so far and is currently underway, but there is much more 

still to do! The Levelling Up Fund application addresses several long-standing issues in 

our town which currently prevent it from realising its full potential, notably in the visitor 

and night time economies, where safety and perceptions of safety, and the look of this 

part of the town centre are currently poor, coupled with incoherent access and 

connectivity.  

The schemes proposed will transform the daily experiences of our visitors, businesses 

and residents and will stimulate significant further investment and development here, in 

tandem with our recently announced city status. 

The Borough and County councils have a strong track record of delivery here, and the 

Town Deal board is now well established. For our Town Deal partnership board, I offer 

my full support to this application, and look forward to working hard to ensure the 

effective delivery of these specific schemes if this application is successful.  

Kind regards. 

 

 
 

Simon Blaxill. 

 

  

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF Date: 1st July 2022  



 

 

 

  



      

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Colchester Levelling Up Fund Application – Letter of Support 
 
I write as chair of Colchester’s Business Improvement District (BID), Our 
Colchester, which was established in 2018 and covers the core of the town 
centre including the area subject to this application. 
 
The vision for Our Colchester is to lead and enable a town centre that thrives in 
all aspects of bringing the community feel to the hub of the Colchester Borough 
whilst facilitating and allowing for businesses to thrive through increased footfall.  
 
Myself and my fellow Directors of the Our Colchester board would like to support 
Colchester Borough Council’s application to DLUHC’s Levelling Up Fund Round 
2 funding call, that aim to deliver the key objectives below to a deprived area of 
the town centre that urgently needs attention. 
 

• Levelling up the area in question 

• Improve Health and wellbeing 

• Address the inequalities 

• Address air quality. 
 
 
Kind regards. 
 

 
 

Simon Blaxill. 
  

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF Date: 5th July 2022  



Lucie Breadman 
Colchester Borough Council 

Rowan House 
33 Sheepen Road 

Colchester 
CO3 3WG 

Lucie.breadman@colchester.gov.uk 
 

22nd June 2022 

 

Dear Sir / Madam,  

Reference: Levelling Up Fund Round 2 Bid 

I am delighted to be able to offer my support for this funding application to the Levelling Up 

Fund on behalf of the Safer Colchester Partnership. The Partnership consists of several 

statutory agencies and voluntary organisations, colleagues in the NHS, Essex Police, Essex 

Fire and Rescue Service, Colchester Community Voluntary Service, Colchester Borough 

Homes, Colchester Garrison, Essex Probation and Essex County Council, who work together to 

reduce crime and disorder in Colchester.   

Following an assessment of crime and disorder, the Partnership identified three specific 

priorities for 2022/2023 and it is evident that within this bid, the specific interventions meet those 

key priorities. The key objectives are: 

1. Tackling organized crime, gangs & county lines with an emphasis on Drug Trafficking  
2. Driving down Anti-Social Behaviour and Violent Crime in public, focusing on Hate Crime 

and possession of weapons   
3. Identifying & supporting the victims of Domestic Abuse and Sexual Offences, focusing 

on reducing Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG)  
  

Historically there has been and continues to be an elevated level of ASB (Anti-Social Behaviour) 

within the St Botolph’s and Priory area of Castle Ward, with much of this attributing to fear of 

crime particularly in the urban design of the underpass routes. In a consumer survey conducted 

by Colchester Business Improvement District, visitors to the Town Centre highlighted that these 

areas were often frequented by large numbers of individuals behaving in a manner that causes 

distress and a feeling of insecurity. The proposed development within the bid will provide the 

opportunity to design out crime, bring reassurance to residents regarding their personal safety, 

assist in reducing crime rates and improve the quality of life for the wider community.  

Layout of communal spaces, use of lighting, perimeter security and landscape planting, 

highlight the design decisions that could increase the risk of crime and ASB, therefore the 

regeneration and development of this section of the Town will reduce these risks significantly. 

Alongside this, the new route proposed from Colchester Town Station through public spaces 

enables consideration to be given to the risk of Terrorism and implementation measures can be 

incorporated. This is particularly vital as Colchester is a Garrison Town.  

 

  

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 



Therefore, on behalf of the Safer Colchester Partnership, I fully endorse this Bid as I believe the 

measures within it will have a significant impact on public confidence in relation to crime and will 

reduce the opportunity for Crime and disorder in the parts of the Town Centre being addressed.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Lucie Breadman 

Chair of Safer Colchester 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 



  

  



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Simon Thorp 

Programme Manager – Town Deal 

Colchester Borough Council 

Rowan House 

33 Sheepen Road 

Colchester Essex 

CO3 3WG 

 

7th July 2022 

 

Dear Simon, 

 

Re: DLUHC’s Levelling Up Fund (LUF) Round 2 Submission 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Mercury Theatre to offer our full support and endorsement of the above 
submission.  
 
All of the projects and key themes outlined offer an exciting opportunity for Colchester to embrace its 
new status as a city and offer wider economic and social benefits for our residents and visitors alike.  
 
Having recently benefitted from investment in our new theatre and public realm (£14 million gross), we 
know only too well how capital investment in the arts, culture, heritage can provide a much-needed 
boost to the local economy; out turn-over has increased by 20% in a year and we were able to create 
25 new full time jobs as well as invest at least £10 million in the local economy through local 
procurement.  
 
We feel confident that this model (and that of the recent Town Deal Programme) can be replicated with 
the projects as outlined in the submission offering a boost to the local economy, a greater sense of 
place-making and civic pride and the important protection of the significant historical assets that 
Colchester is famous for. 
 
Along with others we continue to promote sustainability, access and inclusion as fundamental issues 
that need to be addressed as we all face the challenges of climate change and social cohesion against 
a challenging economic climate. We very much welcome how they are embedded in this submission 
alongside all our efforts to reduce antisocial behaviour and crime reduction.  
 
Finally, we along with others locally and regionally remain proud of our ability to work in close 
partnership across a range of strategic initiatives. This submission offers a wide range of opportunities 
for us all to embrace from across the private, public and not for profit sectors that we can all utilise for 
our mutual benefit and continued future success.   
 
All of us here at the Mercury look forward to working with you to help realise the ambitions within the 
submission.  
 
 
Colchester Mercury Theatre Limited  
Balkerne Gate Colchester  
Essex CO1 1PT 
www.mercurytheatre.co.uk 
info@mercurytheatre.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
  

Executive Director: Steve Mannix  

Executive Producer: Tracey Childs 

Telephone: (01206) 577006      

Ticket Sales: (01206) 573948  

Fax: (01206) 769607 

   Registered in England no.441035 Registered office as above VAT no.205 4029 49 Charity registration no.232387 

 



 
 
 
 
 
If we can help further, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Steve Mannix 

Executive Director 
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