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COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

RECORD OF DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
 
Explanatory Note 
 
The Leader of the Council has established Delegation Schemes by which certain decisions 
may be made by the relevant cabinet member or specific officers. 
 
Cabinet member decisions are subject to review under the Call-in Procedure. 
 
From the date the notice of the decision made is published there are five working days during 
which any five Councillors may sign a request for the decision to be reviewed (called in) and 
deliver it to the Proper Officer. 
 
If, at the end of the period, no request has been made, the decision may be implemented. If a 
valid call- in request has been made, the matter will be referred to the Scrutiny Panel  
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Title of Report 
 
Response to ECC Consultation on proposed Cycle Safety Schemes 
 
 

Delegated Power 
 
To promote and procure the implementation of the Borough Council’s Transport Strategy in 
partnership with Essex County Council, the responsible Transport Authority and other 
partners to improve infrastructure.  
 
To promote partnership working with Essex County Council, the responsible Transport 
Authority. 
 

Decision Taken 
 
The Council recommends that the designs are reconsidered to ensure they meet the aim of 
reducing accidents at these locations. 

Key Decision 
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Forward Plan 
 
No 

Reasons for the Decision 
 
The consultation provides an opportunity to comment on two schemes before they are 
implemented and suggest changes. Different solutions may decrease cycling casualty rates 
and help increase the number of people choosing to cycle.   

Alternative Options 
 
The Council could decide not to respond or to submit an alternative response.  However, it 
is considered the response suggested provides an opportunity to influence ECC when 
deciding whether and where to invest in cycling provision in Colchester. 

Conflict of Interest 
 
None 

Dispensation by Head of Paid Service 
 
None 

Dispensation by Monitoring Officer 
 
None 

Approved by Portfolio Holder for Waste, Environment & Transportation 
 
Signature Councillor Martin Goss  
 
Date 20 February 2019 
 
(NB For Key Decisions the report must be made available to the public for five clear days 
prior to the period for call-in commencing) 
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Portfolio Holder Decision Reference Number 
 
WAS – 004 – 18  
 

Implementation Date 
 
This decision can be implemented if no request for the decision to be reviewed (call-in) has 
been made after 5pm on Thursday 28 February 2019 

Call-in Procedure 
 
The Decision Notice for this decision was published on the internet and placed in the 
Members’ Room and the Customer Service Centre on Thursday 21 February 2019 
 
A request for reference to the Scrutiny Panel must be made by 5pm on Thursday 28 
February 2019 
 
Signature of Proper Officer  
K Barnard 
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Title Response to ECC Consultation on proposed Cycle Safety Schemes 
 

Wards 
affected 

Greenstead and Lexden and Braiswick 

 
1. Executive Summary 
 
1.1 This report considers and responds to the Essex County Council (ECC) consultation on 

proposed cycle safety schemes at; 
 

• Hythe Station Road/Greenstead Road 
• Cymbeline Way, eastern and western sections. 
 

1.2 It is recommended that the designs are reconsidered. 
 
2. Recommended Decision 
 
2.1 The Council recommends that the designs are reconsidered to ensure they meet the aim 

of reducing accidents at these locations. 
 
 
3. Reason for Recommended Decision 
 
3.1 The consultation provides an opportunity to comment on two schemes before they are 

implemented and suggest changes. Different solutions may decrease cycling casualty 
rates and help increase the number of people choosing to cycle.   

   

4. Alternative Options 
 
4.1 The Council could decide not to respond or to submit an alternative response.  However, 

it is considered the response suggested provides an opportunity to influence ECC when 
deciding whether and where to invest in cycling provision in Colchester. 

 
 
5. Background Information 
 
5.1 ECC are commended for looking to improve conditions for cyclists to encourage safer 

cycling. 

5.2 The Council works closely with ECC to plan, design and promote quality cycling 
schemes within the borough. Officers are currently working with ECC on the Local 
Cycling Action Plan for Colchester and the Walking Investment Plan for Colchester. Both 
of the routes subject to this consultation are included in the draft Cycling Action Plan and 
in CBC’s Colchester Cycling Delivery Strategy. The Hythe area is also being considered 
for inclusion in the ECC Walking Strategy for priority investment. 

 



 
5.3 The two schemes which form the consultation have been designed by ECC Road Safety 

team due to high accident rate at these locations. More details can be found here;   

• Proposed Conversion of Footway to Unsegregated Shared Footway/Cycleway – 
Greenstead Road and Hythe Station Road, Colchester 

 
Statement of Reasons and Plan for this consultation which ran until the 20th January 

2019. 
  
•         Proposed Conversion of Footway to Unsegregated Shared Footway/Cycleway – 

A133 Cymbeline Way, Colchester  
 
Statement of Reasons and Plan for this consultation which runs to 25th January 2019. 

 

5.4 Proposed conversion of Footway to Shared Unsegregated Footway/Cycleway - 
Greenstead Road and Hythe Station Road, Colchester 

 
5.5  The consultation does not state the costs of the scheme and no costs benefit analysis is 

available to consider value of implementing the scheme. 

5.6 This proposal is to convert a short section of footway to a shared unsegregated 
footway/cycleway on the south and west side junction of Greenstead Road and Hythe 
Station Road. This scheme does not benefit cyclists traveling northbound and 
southbound on Greenstead Road. The new cycle paths will not connect to existing cycle 
paths and do little to add to a ‘connected network’ in the area. 

5.7 The plans do not show how a cyclist will access the short section of shared use path, 
and if cyclists are encouraged to cross oncoming traffic to access the path, then this is 
likely to increase their risk of collision. The benefits are not clearly expressed. 

5.8 It is considered that it may be better to widen the existing footway where necessary from 
Greenstead Road’s junction with the Greenstead Road roundabout for its whole length 
on the western side, to its junction with Hythe Station Road. This route is shown in the 
Colchester Cycling Action Plan. This is a busy route used by cyclists accessing the 
Wivenhoe Trail from the University as well Hythe Station. This will mean only one 
carriageway will need to be crossed and this will be the relatively quiet Hythe Station 
Road. A plan showing these suggestions can be found as Appendix 1. 

 

5.9 Proposed conversion of Footway to Shared Unsegregated Footway/Cycleway - 
A133 Cymbeline Way, Colchester 

 
5.10 The ECC Statement of Reasons suggests a pattern of collisions in the vicinity of Spring 

Lane Roundabout with a total of 8 injury collisions over a 3 year period.  However, it is 
not clear if these collisions involved cyclists, or what the pattern is and therefore how this 
scheme will improve safety for cyclists. 

5.11 The consultation does not state the costs of the scheme and no costs benefit analysis is 
available to consider value of implementing the scheme. 

5.12 This proposal it to introduce a conversion of existing footway to a shared unsegregated 
footway/cycleway on A133 Cymbeline Way east and western sections.  It is assumed 
that there are no physical changes to the existing cycle route, but formalising its 
designation as a shared use path.  

 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6863_IntentionNotice-V1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055311567&sdata=fogKVS79Y6pOrcimpdIdR50M6zBcC2zPx8tWEOJBG%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6863_IntentionNotice-V1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055311567&sdata=fogKVS79Y6pOrcimpdIdR50M6zBcC2zPx8tWEOJBG%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6863_SoR.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055311567&sdata=5HL7Sf401vMqMJ0OJwzJLbCEw0jflk%2FDJl6WusqY%2BKw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6863_Plan-V1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055467817&sdata=L42YQeNRTppbNsUM2UlNKeiYm4ysZO0jTI2NMv7FzCY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6881IntentionNotice-V1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055467817&sdata=tTLra1nC%2BEgrrEW3xdDZubXpyh2w%2BwckJwwHzBm1qRA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6881IntentionNotice-V1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055467817&sdata=tTLra1nC%2BEgrrEW3xdDZubXpyh2w%2BwckJwwHzBm1qRA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6881_SoR.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055467817&sdata=gjT4si2oPZm0fbsR0itAPmLPD2cISR1xK7x8UoGdI5I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexhighways.org%2Fuploads%2FTRO2%2FTRAF6881Plan-V1.PDF&data=02%7C01%7C%7C66fb8db7721d4c48215308d67249aa6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636822058055467817&sdata=mWfJ5kEabzndhiQdd6qWvXHlWxk0nKxDMMMVbT6s1e8%3D&reserved=0


 
5.13 The proposals are set out below, with officer comments and are illustrated on the 

appended plan: 

• Cymbeline Way east north side - this will formalise an existing use and no further 
work is proposed.  

• Cymbeline Way to Spring Lane crossing points – consideration needs to be given on 
how safety can be improved for those crossing here due to high volume and high 
speeds of traffic at these points.  

• Spring Lane roundabout southside - it is proposed to widen the existing path which 
runs from the Cymbeline Way crossing point to Spring Lane. In the proposal it is not 
proposed to link the path to Spring Lane. We propose that the path is extended 
westwards and southwards to link to this important access way to Lexden Road and 
Church Lane serving Prettygate west.  

• Spring Lane to Cymbeline Way west crossing points – consideration needs to be 
given on how safety can be improved for those crossing here due to the high volume 
and high speeds of traffic at these points.  

• Cymbeline Way west – it is proposed to widen this section of path which runs from 
the crossing points to the entrance to Maltings Farm. It is suggested that this route 
should be continued south westwards to join London Road. This route is listed in the 
Cycling Action Plan as a priority route linking Tollgate and Stanway to Colchester 
Station. 

5.14 A plan showing these suggestions can be found as Appendix 2. 

 
 
6. Equality, Diversity and Human Rights implications 
 
6.1 It will be ECC responsibility to carry out an EQIA for these proposals. 
 
 
7. Strategic Plan References 
 
7.1 New, well designed cycle schemes, benefit the following priorities in the Strategic Plan  
  

RESPONSIBILITY...  

Encouraging everyone to do their 
bit to making our borough even 
better  

• create new routes for walking or cycling 
and work with partners to make the 
borough more pedestrian-friendly. 

OPPORTUNITY... 

Promoting and improving 
Colchester and its environment  
 

 

• Promote initiatives to help residents live 
healthier lives. 

  
8. Consultation 
 
8.1 The Council is one of the consultees in the ECC engagement process. A draft response 

has been submitted to meet the deadlines on the understanding that changes may be 
necessary following this report. 



 
   
 
9. Publicity Considerations 
 
9.1  The decision may result in publicity because the Council is suggesting a different 

approach to ECC.  
 
 
10. Financial implications 
 
10.1 There are no financial implications for the Council. 
 
11. Community Safety Implications 
 
11.1 Consideration has been given to community safety in the response. 
 
12. Health and Safety Implications 
 
12.1 Consideration has been given to health and safety in the response. 
 
13. Risk Management Implications 
 
13.1 N/A 



 

Safety could be improved by 
narrowing the mouth of the junction 

Perhaps widen the existing footway for its whole 
length from Hythe Station Road to its junction with the 
roundabout, linking with the Eastern Approach toucan 
crossing at opposite Tescos 

Traffic calming measures could be introduced to slow 
traffic on Greenstead Road and benefit cyclists travelling 
along Greenstead Road  

Appendix 1 

    CBC comments 



 

Suitable crossing points to be provided  

Extend proposed shared use footway  
to its junction with London Road 

Extend shared use 
footway to join 
Spring Lane  

Appendix 2 

    CBC comments  
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