
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Update on our Local Plan Timetable  
 
Colchester Borough Council is continuing to work on a new Local Plan planning for growth to 
2033.  The Council carried out a Preferred Options consultation in the summer and is 
currently working on a revised version of the plan reflecting consultation comments and the 
latest updated evidence. Reports on the consultation comments made along with initial 
Council comments were considered by the Local Plan Committees at their 7th November and 
19th December meetings and are available here. Consultation on this submission version of 
the plan is now scheduled for June-July 2017.  
 
The current proposed consultation dates reflect the fact that Colchester’s plan preparation is 
being co-ordinated with Braintree and Tendring given that the three authorities are pursuing 
cross-boundary Garden Communities. The joint decision on consultation dates was made 
following the interim advice from a Peer Review team headed by Lord Kerslake.  The 
Kerslake team reviewed the Garden Communities proposal and noted the scale of ambition 
and the strength of co-operation between the councils.  Key to their feedback was the need 
to ensure the council gave themselves enough time to assess and look at all of the options, 
particularly around the evidence base, which will form part of each Council’s Local Plan.  
Accordingly, the three Councils agreed to move consultation on submission plans back from 
early 2017 dates originally agreed in each authority’s Local Development Scheme to ensure 
that all plans accurately reflected as up-to-date and comprehensive evidence base and 
Sustainability Appraisal as possible.  It is now proposed that the Draft Plan be considered by 
the Council’s Committees during May 2017, with Colchester Borough Council’s Local Plan 
Committee meeting being on 17th  May 2017. 
 

Responses to Preferred Options Representations 
 
Consideration of the representations received to the Preferred Options Local Plan is 
continuing and will help inform the Draft Plan being prepared for Submission.  Once 
responses to all the representations are fully finalised they will be available to view on the 
Council’s online consultation portal and communicated to those making the representations 
at the appropriate time.   
 

New Evidence Base Documents for the Local Plan 
 
We are required to prepare a number of important technical documents to inform the 
preparation of our local plan.  The following studies have recently been added to the Council’s 
evidence base: 
 
Objectively Assessed Housing Need Update – November 2016, Peter Brett Associates 
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This report updates the analysis and evidence for the Council’s Objectively Assessed 
Housing Need target which was initially set at 920 in July 2015.  The update did not find any 
justification for modifying that target in light of their analysis new forecasting information and 
housing demand evidence. 
 
Retail Study- December 2016, Cushman and Wakefield 
The Retail Study provides an analysis of the UK’s changing retail landscape and how national 
trends have affected Colchester.  The study found that the Town Centre is considered 
relatively healthy at present, although the research identified some weaknesses, with two 
sets of national retail rankings reporting the relative decline of the Town Centre’s performance 
in recent years.  The report showed that there is sufficient population and expenditure growth 
to support additional comparison goods floorspace, including a major retail-led development, 
in Colchester Town Centre from 2023 onwards. 
 
Coastal Protection Belt update - Draft June 2016.  A review of the Coastal Protection was 
carried out on behalf of CBC by Chris Blandford Associates.  This report updates the evidence 
and makes some changes to the boundary of the Coastal Protection Belt removing a few 
areas and extending it to include new areas of land in a few cases.   
 
Forthcoming studies to be added to the Council website in early 2017 – 
 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan – Braintree, Chelsmford, Colchester and Tendring Councils have 
jointly commissioned Troy Navigus Planning to help develop an infrastructure plan that will 
identify infrastructure requirements based on preferred options for development along with 
delivery mechanisms.    
 
Employment Land Update – Nathaniel Lichfield is preparing an update to their Employment 
Land Needs Assessment of January 2015 which will include a trajectory indicating how the 
demand for employment land could be met over the next plan period. 
 
Green Orbital Study – The Council is working with a group of volunteers from a variety of 
Colchester environmental and open space groups to progress plans for the Green Orbital 
proposed in the Preferred Options Local Plan in Policy ENV3 – Green Infrastructure.   
 

Major Investment in the A120 and A12 
 
Essex County Council have been developing options for dualling the A120 between Braintree 
and the A12. From mid January till early March 2017 ECC will be consulting and seeking 
views on a small number of options. A series of road shows will be held at venues along the 
corridor. More information can be found at http://a120essex.co.uk/ 
 
Highways England have been charged as part of the national Road Investment Strategy to 
develop a scheme to widen the A12 between junction 19 (north east Chelmsford) and junction 
25 (Marks Tey). Alongside the A120 consultation Highways England will consult on options 
for widening the A12. The scheme is named in the Road Investment Strategy and currently 
has £250million allocated to it and assumes a construction start by March 2020. More 
information can be found at: http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-
widening-scheme/ 
 
Colchester Borough Council will be preparing responses to both consultations. 

http://www.colchester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=22683&p=0
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/article/13329/Emerging-Local-Plan-Evidence-Base
http://a120essex.co.uk/
http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/
http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/


Greater Anglia Franchise 
 
Abellio were successful in being awarded the new “Greater Anglia” rail franchise in October 
2016. A major part of the franchise is investment and replacement of all the trains by 
December 2020. This £1.4bn investment will give faster trains, greater seating capacity and 
new services. The investment will deliver part of the aims of the Rail Prospectus for East 
Anglia, supported by CBC. Working Network Rail further speed and capacity gains can be 
made with investment in the infrastructure. The franchise includes new reliability targets, 
investment in stations, increasing the use of smart card ticketing and improvements to 
stations. We have met Greater Anglia and articulated the preferred option local plan to them 
and how investment in the rail network can support the Local Plan growth. Further details will 
emerge as Greater Anglia develop the new timetables in more detail, but will include through 
services from Sudbury and Marks Tey to Colchester Town. 
 

Authority Monitoring Report 
 
In December 2016 we published our latest “Authority Monitoring Report” (AMR) which 
monitors and reports on development that has taken place in our area in the past financial 
year (2015/16) and our progress in preparing the new Local Plan. The report covers key 
themes covering progress in meeting local plan aspirations across a variety of areas including 
housing delivery (including affordable housing delivery), employment and commercial 
development and environmental issues.  
 
In terms of housing delivery, the AMR reports that we are performing well especially when 
compared to other local authorities in Essex but demonstrates the importance for new 
housing allocations to be made in the new Local Plan to ensure we meet the level of housing 
required in our area over the next 20 years. Please click  here to view the AMR. 
 
 

Keep up to date on the new Local Plan process! 
 

 Latest news and information about the new Local Plan and the preparation process will 
be placed on our website www.colchester.gov.uk/localplan. 
 

 Information on when and how you can engage with the next consultation on the emerging 
Local Plan will be available on the website and locally through Town and Parish Councils.    

 

 Reports about the new Local Plan will be taken to the Council’s Local Plan Committee. 
The next meetings of the Local Plan Committee will be held starting at 6pm on 7th 
February, 27th March and 17th  May , in  Colchester Town Hall. 
 

For further information or to sign up for future newsletters please email: 

local.plan@colchester.gov.uk 

http://www.colchester.gov.uk/article/13323/Authority-Monitoring-Report-AMR
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/localplan
http://colchester.cmis.uk.com/colchester/Committees/tabid/62/ctl/ViewCMIS_CommitteeDetails/mid/381/id/12/Default.aspx
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