How to use JDi Online Consultation Portal
There is a JDi help guide available on the portal which may be of use. This is accessible
via - https://colchester.oc2.uk/instructions
The Council have been using JDi as the online consultation portal for the Emerging Local
Plan, Eight Ash Green Neighbourhood Plan and West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan. You
may have previously engaged with the Consultation Portal, albeit this may have changed
slightly and may appear slightly differently.
Once on the Consultation Portal via https://colchester.oc2.uk/ you will see “Tiptree
Neighbourhood Plan” listed under the drop down menu “Current documents open to
consultation”.

By clicking on the Tiptree Neighbourhood Plan, this will display the content of the
neighbourhood plan contents page, where you will be able to click through each chapter
by using the arrows at the bottom of the page, or you can select the chapter/section you
would like to view.
An example is shown below:
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To make a comment, you will need to either login to an existing account (if you have
commented on the Emerging Local Plan you will have an account) or create a new
account. This is accessible from the top right hand corner – Register/Login. As indicated
by the red box below.
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Within the Tiptree Neighbourhood Plan, you will be able to see a blue speech bubble icon

that indicates where comments can be made. This has been activated for all Section
Headings and Policies. An example of this is shown below for the Foreword.

Once submitted, all comments will be viewable on the portal by clicking on the green
magnifying glass icon
Policies.

. This has also been activated for all Section Headings and

When completing/ submitting your comments, you will also be able to attach documents
to your representation if you wish.
You will also receive a confirmation email for your records detailing your comments made
online.
If your comment is over 100 words you will be asked to provide a summary.
Alternative Response Methods
If you are unable to respond using the JDi Consultation Portal, you can also send a
completed response form to:
Planning.policy@colchester.gov.uk
A response form is available to download on our website https://www.colchester.gov.uk/info/cbc-article/?catid=neighbourhood-planning&id=KA01416
Alternatively, if you require a physical copy of consultation documents and/or details of
how to post your comments, please call 01206 282541, 01206 282449 or 012621
817030.
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Neighbourhood Planning FAQs
What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
A Neighbourhood plan is a planning document that communities can put together to set
out how they would like their town, parish or village to develop over the next 15 years.
It will set out policies relating to how land is used and developed, like the Local Plan, but
at a much more local level. It will form part of the criteria against which any new planning
applications will be judged within that specific local area. A Neighbourhood Plan has to
undergo a number of formal processes to ensure it is robust and well-evidenced. This
includes two formal consultation periods, independent examination and a public
referendum.
If successful, the plan will be adopted by Colchester Borough Council as part of the
development plan and your community will have set out its detailed policies for future
development in the Neighbourhood area.
What area does a Neighbourhood Plan cover?
A Parish Council can submit an application for a Neighbourhood Area.
Alternatively, where there is no parish council, a Neighbourhood Forum can be formed
and submit an application for a Neighbourhood Area. An application for a Neighbourhood
Area must be submitted to the local authority and depending on the application, it may
have to go through public consultation before it is formally designated.
Who leads development of a Neighbourhood Plan?
The Neighbourhood plan has to be formally led by the Qualifying Body which is generally
the Parish/Town Council or Neighbourhood Forum however a steering group comprising
both members of the public and local councillors could also be established as a sub-group
of the qualifying body. Working Groups could also be formed to investigate the specific
themes that will emerge for the plan.
What does a Neighbourhood Plan include?
Generally, a Neighbourhood plan will look at issues associated with use and development
of land within the Neighbourhood area. The policies need to be related to development;
however the plan can include other issues that are not related to land use as an appendix
which may help with future provision of facilities such as allotments or other community
aspirations.
Who decides whether the plan is the right one for the area?
Community involvement is a very important part of the plan preparation. There is a
requirement to consult the wider community (including statutory bodies) at various stages
in the plan preparation process to allow people to comment on the plan. When the draft
plan is submitted to the Council it will have to be checked to ensure that it is generally in
line with local and national planning policies and any other relevant legislation and has
followed the correct procedures. Following a second round of consultation organised by
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the Council, an independent examiner is then appointed to check that the Plan meets the
basic conditions.
The final decision as to whether the plan is the right one or not lies with the people who
live in the area covered by the neighbourhood plan. A referendum will be held asking one
question with a simple ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer:
“Do you want Colchester Borough Council to use the neighbourhood plan for [insert name
of neighbourhood area] to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood
area?”
For the plan to be adopted by the Council more than 50% of the people who vote must
answer ‘Yes’ to the above question. If it is less than 50% then it cannot be adopted.
How does a neighbourhood plan get adopted?
If the plan achieves support from more than 50% of the vote at the referendum, the
Council will adopt the neighbourhood development plan. Once a neighbourhood plan has
been adopted it becomes part of the statutory development plan for Colchester and will
be used when considering planning applications alongside all other national and local
policies.

Useful Links
Planning Portal - Neighbourhood Planning
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/42/neighbourhood_plan
ning
Locality - Neighbourhood Planning
https://locality.org.uk/services-tools/neighbourhood-planning/
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
Neighbourhood Planning - Planning Practice Guidance (PPG)
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#what-is-neighbourhoodplanning.
Localism Act 2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended)
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents
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